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The dominions of Great Britain are so vast in 
extent, so divided in situation, and so various 
in their relations, that their general and respec- 
tive interests mast often distract, and sometimes 
perhaps escape, the attention even of the ablest 
and most vigilant government. The internal 
oeconomy of a highly civilized and redundant 
population, and the foreign policy of war or 
peace in Europe, whose political questions are 
generally more important, and always more in- 
viting, than those of distant and less cultivated 
Countries, so entirely engross the public mind, 
that it is not surprising, if the concerns of some 
remote and obscurer Provinces of the empire 
should sometimes meet with less consideration, 
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than is due, perhaps, either to the claims of that 
part, or the ultimate results upon the whole. 

Examples of this kind are no where so fre- 
quently to be found, as in the history of our re- 
lations with America. The mistakes committed 
in the former management of that country, the 
disasters received in making war, the still greater 
disasters in making peace with it, may all be 
imputed to a false estimate, of its character and 
importance, its resources and increase. For a 
different degree of political foresight seems ne- 
cessary for the old and new hemisphere, and 
anticipations, which would here be thought pre- 
sumptuous or remote, have there proved com- 
paratively certain and immediate, till it is now 
generally acknowledged, that the future desti- 
nies of our own country must, for good and evil, 
be principally connected with, or materially in- 
fluenced by, those of America. 

It is indeed an easy thing to console ourselves 
by turning to the unexampled successes, that 
have placed the Empire in the proud situation it 
now holds ; but if we wish to consult the real 
power and permanence of that Empire, and not 
merely to flatter the nation's vanity on padt 
achievements, it would be well perhaps to look 
more narrowly to that quarter, which offers least 
occasion for congratulation ; where, however, we 



may yet profit by experience, and if we cannot 
remedy the consequence of former errors, at 
least prevent their repetition. For Great Bri- 
tain still possesses the most valuable portion of 
the American Continent, and does not know it : 
and questions are now pending between her and 
the United States, by which, not only may that 
value be greatly impaired, but the very posses- 
sion eventually lost. 

There . was once a time, and within the 
memory of the present age, when almost the 
whole of North America belonged to the Crown 
of England : in 1783, the King renounced his 
rights of propriety and government to a certain 
portion, which has since formed the United 
States ; but the exact limits of that portion have 
never yet been ascertained. By the' extraordi- 
nary increase, as well of the ceded Provinces as 
of those retained, what was considered of little 
moment in 1783, has now become of vital im- 
portance. Of the differences which have arisen 
between the two Governments, respecting their 
common Boundaries, some have been arranged 
by discussion before Commissioners, others are 
ready, on our part at least, for reference to a 
friendly Power j and some (the object of the 
present inquiry) having been referred, are di- 
rected by the umpire to be settled by negotia- 
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tion. The pretensions of the two Governments 
are widely at variance, and, on the part of the 
American at least, most tenaciously, maintained. 
In the present state of the question, it can be of 
little use to consider the arguments, on either 
side, in support of those pretensions : (nego- 
tiation, particularly with America, too commonly 
involves the idea of compromise :) but it may tend 
to the right understanding of the difference, to 
give a short statement of its origin, before entering 
upon the consequences. 

The Provisional Treaty of 1783, by which 
the independence of the thirteen revolted Colo- 
nies was acknowledged, was negotiated on their 
part, by the profoundest statesman that country 
has ever produced ; a man who, to a thorough 
acquaintance with the character and interests of 
America, united the deepest political sagacity, 
an impenetrable cunning, and most plausible ad- 
dress. It was not without reason perhaps, that 
he styled the statesmen of that period, as € too 
ignorant to judge, and too proud to learn f for 
he was able to obtain of our Ministry terms, 
which exceeded the expectation of his own Coun- 
trymen, and astonished their Allies. In compli- 
ance with his suggestion, or agreeably to his 
wishes, the Commissioner first sent to meet 
him, whose knowledge and penetration might 
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have proved less favourable to the objects had 
in view, was recalled ; and another substituted, 
whose qualities were the most opposite and most 
unequal to his opponent's, and whom, of all 
mankind perhaps, could he have chosen, he him- 
self would have first selected. It is interesting 
to learn with how little disguise or moderation 
the crafty American proceeded to practise on 
the simplicity of his English admirer. The 
Loyalists, who had been plundered, persecuted, 
exiled, ruined, were easily given up, because 
they had misled the Government, or the Govern- 
ment had misled them. Their claim for com- 
pensation was met with deiAands of satisfaction 
for the damages done by them, and by the King's 
troops. Rights of fishery, which the most 
friendly nation in Europe had never the assu- 
rance to ask, were conceded, as a boon indeed, 
but a most politic one, to efface the memory of 
the past, and ensure a sincere reconciliation 
for the future. Whatever could not be demanded 
for the right of his own nation, was claimed for 
the benefit of ours. It was urged, (a remarkable 
coincidence with the opinions of certain cecono- 
mists of the present day,) that the real interests 
of Great Britain would be best promoted, by 
the surrender to the new Republic, of Canada 
and Nova Scotia ; and it was even suggested, 
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as a corollary to the same argument, that to se- 
cure her permanent prosperity, on that side of 
the Atlantic, it was only necessary to throw in 
the West Indies. The figure Mr. Oswald pre- 
sents, at such a game, surrounded by the four 
American commissioners, Franklin, Adams, Jay, 
and Laurens, recalls the story lately circulating 
in the morning papers, of Lord Nottingham 
among the Sharpers, one of whom reproached 
his companions with wasting their time in 
gambling with such a flat, ' pick the foots 
pocket at once and send him homeS How easy 
had it then been for Great Britain, to have pre- 
scribed such limits as she thought fit. The 
Kennebec on the east ; the Ohio on the west ; 
and such a Line of boundary on the north, as 
should have secured to us the vast tract of va- 
cant land between their settlements and the 
Lakes. They had no reason to claim, nor ability 
to enforce, a pretence to any thing more. Their 
ally, the King of France, it is now known, was 
well disposed, both to confine them to narrower 
limits, and to exclude them from the fisheries. 
But Mr. Oswald's mercantile ideas were alarmed 
with the threat, that though peace indeed might 
be procured on such terms, a good understand- 
ing, and above all, a renewal of commercial in- 
tercourse, could never be obtained, without more 



liberal concessions : as if either nations or indi- 
viduals could long be induced to trade from any 
other motives, than reciprocal advantage, or any 
advantages were elsewhere to be found superior 
to the British market Accordingly a Boundary 
was settled and described, by which a vast 
extent of territory, exceeding that of the whole 
revolted Colonies together, already valuable 
for its trade in furs, and which has since 
become populous and powerful, was given, as 
a premium to rebellion, to establish the new Re- 
public, and furnish, as it has ever since, an 
important part of their financial resources, and 
the means of almost infinite increase. A faint at- 
tempt was indeed made, to reserve some part 
of the western territories, as an asylum for the 
exiled Loyalists ; but Dr. Franklin did not like 
$uck neighbours, as he haughtily says ; and Mr. 
Oswald thought it better to offer all, as an atone- 
ment to our enemies, than retain any, as provi- 
sion for our friends. It may be that the wound- 
ed pride of the Country, or Government, found 
some consolation in sending a man of this des- 
cription to treat with the Americans, as though 
the disgrace of negotiating with Rebels could be 
alleviated or concealed by the obscurity of the 
negotiator ; (or was it that an Administration, 
every member of which had protested in parlia- 
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meat that the war was wyMst, found themselves 
bound to act in office, consistently with their 
opinions in opposition ?) but such unworthy in- 
dulgence either to the contempt, or indifference, 
or the party-spirit, of that period, has cost much 
to the best interests of every other. The boun- 
dary is thus described in the second article of 
the treaty : 

€€ From the North-west Angle of Nova Scotia, 
" viz. that Angle, which is formed by a line 
" drawn due north from the Source of St. Croix 
" River to the Highlands, along the scud High* 
u lands, which divide those Rivers that empty 
" themselves into the Rwer St. Lawrence, from 
" those which fall . into the Atlantic Ocean, to 
" the north-western-most head of the Gonnecti- 
" cut River ; thence down along the middle of 
" that River, to the forty-fifth degree of north 
" latitude ; from thence by a line due west in 
" said latitude until it strikes the River Iroquois 
" or Cataraguy ; thence along the middle of said 
" River into Lake Ontario ; through the middle 
" of said Lake until it strikes the communication 
€ , € by water, between that Lake and Lake Erie ; 
" thence along the middle of said communica- 
" tian into Lake Erie ; through the middle of 
" said Lake, until it arrives at the water com- 
" munication between that Lake and Lake 
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" Huron ; tbenoe along the middle of said water 
" communication into Lake Huron ; thence 
" through the middle of said Lake to the water 
" communication between that Lake and Lake 
" Superior ; thence through Lake Superior 
" northward to the Isles Royal and Philipeaux, 
" to the Long Lake ; thence through the middle 
" of said Long Lake and the water communica- 
" tion between it and the Lake of the Woods 
c f to the said Lake of the Woods ; thence through 
" the said Lake to the most north-western point 
" thereof; and from thence on a due west course, 
" to the River Mississippi; thence by a line to 
* be drawn along the middle of the said River 
Mississippi until it shall intersect the northern- 
most part of the thirty-first degree of north 
latitude;— South, by a line to be drawn due 
cf east from the determination of the line last 
" mentioned in the latitude of thirty-one degrees 
€€ north of the Equator to the middle of the River 
" Apalachicola or Catahouche ; thence along 
" the middle thereof to its junction with Flint 
" River ; thence straight to the head of St. Mary's 
?' River ; and thence down along the middle of 
f of St. Mary's River to the Atlantic Ocean ; 
-East, by a line to be drawn along the middle 
€€ of the river St. Croix, from its mouth in the 
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t€ Bay of Fundy, to its source ; and from its 
" source directly north to the aforesaid High- 
" lands, which divide the rivers which fall 
" into the Atlantic Ocean from those which fell 

into the river St. Lawrence j comprehending 

all islands within twenty leagues of any part 
" of the shores of the United States, and lying 
" between lines to be drawn due east from the 
" points where the aforesaid boundaries between 
** Nova Scotia on the one part, and East Flo- 
u rida on the other, shall respectively touch the 
',' Bay o/Fundy, and the Atlantic Ocean, ex- 
" cepting such islands as now are, or heretofore 
'f have been, within the limits of the said Pro- 
" vince of Nova Scotia,* 

Mr. Oswald returned to England, to weep, 
(he burst into tears), when convinced of what he 
had betrayed ; and Franklin, to exult, and tell 
his English friends^ they had now nothing to do 
but send deputies to the American Congress ; 
a jest, which excited but a smile in those days, 
would provoke a sneer in these, but which yet 
may have tears for posterity. 

This Treaty was scarcely more injurious for its 
enormous concessions, than its uncertainty in 
defining the limits of what was still retained. 
The questions that necessarily arose were many 
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and difficult, and the subtilty of the American 
government has contrived to add others, less 
obvious perhaps, but more vexatious. Of these, 
some have been settled, greatly to the dissatis- 
faction of our fellow subjects in that quarter, but 
among those which are still undetermined, it is 
the North-eastern boundary, which involves the 
most serious consequences, and towards which it 
is the object of these pages, to solicit some atten- 
tion. On this side, the first difficulty was, to 
ascertain which River was meant by the designa- 
tion of St. Groix, and what branch of that 
River was its source ; for our politic statesman 
had commenced his Boundary from a point alto- 
gether unknown, to be discovered by reference 
to another point equally uncertain, a River, whose 
mouth, and source, and name, were in dispute. 
By the treaty of 1794 this difference was referred 
to Commissioners. They disagreed. In that 
case, they were to nominate an umpire. A most 
unequal compromise was suggested and adopted. 
The British Commissioner was to have the no* 
mination, but the umpire to be a Citizen of the 
United States. A person so chosen could 
hardly have been expected to decide otherwise, 
than that the Schoodic was the river St. Croix, 
and its most eastern branch the source ; though, 
if the ancient boundaries of Nova Scotia de- 
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served any consideration, its charter had in 
express and very forcible terms appointed, the 
most Western fountain or spring. 

The labours of this Commission extended no 
further than to ascertain the river St. Croix, 
and the point of commencement for the North 
line. The termination at The Highlands, that 
is, the North-west Angle of Nova Scotia, re- 
mained unexjplored. In this state of the ques- 
tion, the war of 1812 intervened ; and the peace 
of 1815 was made, without any further settle- 
ment of the dispute, than the appointment of a 
second Commission ; (except indeed that by in- 
serting in the treaty the name of ' Grand Marian J 
the Americans were admitted to add a new 
claim, which had never before been heard or 
imagined, and which was so ruinous to us, and 
so untenable in them, that it has been happily 
compromised by some minor sacrifice.) These 
Commissioners could not agree. The Emperor 
of Russia, to whom, agreeably to the treaty, 
the question was referred, decided that the par- 
ties should arrange it by negotiation. And 
negotiations for that purpose, it is believed, are 
now pending. 

The spirit and intention of the Treaty of 1783, 
seem clearly to have been, to establish, between 
the two countries in this quarter, what is termed 
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an arcifinius boundary, such a line of separa- 
tion as should give to neither party the advan- 
tages for attack, but serve mutually for the de- 
fence of both, or especially of that, whose domi- 
nions were most likely to be invaded. Accord- 
ingly, having first recorded their regard " for 
the reciprocal advantages and mutual conve- 
niences of both Nations," and their design €€ to 
settle the boundary upon such principles of 
liberal equity and reciprocity, that partial ad-, 
vantages, those seeds of discord, being ex- 
cluded, such a beneficial and satisfactory inter- 
course between the {wo Countries may be esta- 
blished, as may promote and secure to both per- 
petual peace," they proceed to delineate the only 
Land-marks, and to lay down the only principle, 
which in this quarter, could answer such ends, 
viz. that Chain of Highlands which should 
divide the heads of Rivers, whose mouths and 
courses were within the actual Provinces of 
the respective claimants. Thus the party pos- 
sessing the mouth of any stream, would possess 
also its whole course to the fountain head* 
This was obviously the most equitable adjust- 
ment, and the most natural boundary. The 
entire course of the Penobscot, the Kennebec, 
and other Rivers, flowing into the Atlantic ocean, 
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would be thus secured to the United States, and 
a reciprocal advantage afforded to us in the 
possession of the Chaudiere, and other streams, 
that discharged their waters within our terri- 
tories. Between two nations no separation is 
so distinct, no barrier so effectual, as a moun- 
tainous frontier ; and as Rivers, in new coun- 
tries, are the great High-ways of nature, and 
almost the only means of communication and 
transport, any other division must give to one 
party a most unequal advantage for invasion in 
war, and to both, continual disputes in trade 
and navigation in time of peace. The Line of 
separation was therefore to be drawn " from 
u the North-west Angle of Nova Scotia, that 
u is, the Angle formed by a due north line drawn 
€€ from the source of the St. Croix to thb 
" High Lands, along the said High Lands, 
" dividing the waters that fall into the Atlantic, 
€€ from those that fall into the river St. Law- 
" rence, to the North-western Head of the Con- 
u necticut river." Now, as no part of the 
British possessions, in this quarter (their western 
boundary being the St. Croix) touched the At- 
lantic, nor of the American the St Lawrence, 
the principle and object of the treaty evidently 
was, to give them the* Heads of the Rivers that 
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flowed to the Ocean into and through their 
lerritorg, and us, of those that flowed into 
and through ours. Indeed, the description in 
the treaty, coupled with this fact just stated, 
must be considered as quite synonymous with 
this interpretation. 

Perhaps the fairest and most intelligible man- 
ner of stating the difference between the two 
Governments is this. The source of the St 
Croix is ascertained : the North line surveyed : 
there are some where High Lands that divide 
the streams to the Atlantic from those to the 
St Lawrence, because the Kennebec and the 
Chaudiere, Rivers of respectable magnitude, 
flow, in contrary directions, from neighbouring 
sources, on opposite sides of the same Heights, 
the latter to the St Lawrence, the former to the 
ocean. So far are both parties agreed. The 
description of the treaty is in these points fully 
answered, according to the interpretation of both 
Countries. But the difficulty is, that North 
Line, in which both parties acquiesce, does not 
intersect those High Lands, upon which both 
are agreed. It was in this light perhaps that 
the question presented itself to the Russian 
Government, who seep to have considered this 
circumstance as an omitted case, which was 
most proper, (or most expedient), to be settled by 
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further treaty. Regarding it in the same view, 
a just and prudent arbitrator perhaps, who 
could venture to apply to a political dispute, the 
reasoning of private conduct, had not found it 
so impossible to terminate the controversy under 
the existing treaty and reference. c Gentlemen/ 
he might have said, ' the points in this question 
which are undenied, may lead to an easy solu- 
tion of the matters in debate. Produce your 
North line. Place me on that point of the 
boundary where you are both agreed; for 
example, that part of the High Lands that 
separates the waters of the Chaudiere from 
those of the Penobscot or the Kennebec ; and 
1 shall thence follow those High Lands down, 
easterly, till I meet your North line, and mark 
out your Boundary ; taking care, if I cannot 
always observe the precise letter, to pursue 
the strict principle, of the treaty, and adhere at 
least to its abstract description ; that is, I shall 
include within the United States, the Heads of 
all those Rivers whose courses flow through 
their territories to the Atlantic ocean ; the rest 
of the country belongs still to its ancient 
Sovereign/ 

That this is the only just basis upon which 
these differences could be arranged by arbitra- 
tion, and the only safe and honourable one to be 
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settled by treaty, may be further approved by 
examining the respective Lines, claimed by us, 
and the United States, and the probable conse- 
quences of accepting either. 

In exploring this Boundary, the American Go- 
vernment seems to have assumed the principle, 
that if no such High Lands existed, or existed 
where they would not be intersected by the 
North line, or intersected, would not divide 
Rivers agreeably to the strict letter of the treaty, 
they were then to go up to the St. Law- 
rence, and fix the north-west angle of Nova 
Scotia on the very shore of that River. Ac- 
cordingly they pass over a high and extensive 
range of elevated Land, .which, compared with 
the other heights and features of the whole 
Tract, would readily be called and recognized 
as The High Lands, but which they deny to be 
the High Lands in the treaty, because though 
these would indeed divide the Heads of Rivers, 
and give them the course and source of all that 
flow into and through the United States, and us 
of all that flow into and through our Territories, 
yet if the streams on this side empty into the 
Atlantic, those on the other do not join the St. 
Lawrence. They pass on, therefore, and meet 
the St. John's. And here it should be recalled 
to mind, that neither their Ministers in nego- 

c 
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tiating the treaty, nor their Agents under the 
first Commission, had ever dreamed of extend- 
ing the most extravagant of their pretensions 
beyond the right bank of this river, which they 
wished to be accepted as the real St. Croix, 
but which, in each instance, was resisted by us, 
and finally relinquished by them.* Indeed, both 
the language and the principle of the Treaty, are 
conclusive evidence, that its negotiators could 
never have entertained the intention, nor con- 
ceived the possibility, of touching, or inter- 
secting, this River; or else in describing a 
Boundary, which was evidently to pursue the 
great natural Land-marks of the country, they 
had never, not only neglected so important a 
feature, but adopted a principle of separating 
Heads of Rivers, utterly inapplicable to the 
Tract to be divided. Now, however, the Ame- 
ricans have the courage to pass the stream, and 
on the left bank push on their north line. 
Having intersected the St. John's, leaving the 
lower half to us, and the upper to themselves, 
they proceed in their course to intersect its nu- 
merous Branches, the lower parts of which are 
to be theirs, and the upper for us. They pass 
on, over a beautiful and well wooded country, 
of gentle hills and valleys, till, instead of 

* See Appendix, No. I. 
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streams running westerly to the St. John's, they 
meet with waters that flow easterly to the Bay 
of Chaleur, a branch of the Gulph of St Law- 
rence. These they intersect, taking the source 
and upper part to themselves, and leaving the 
rest of their course to us. They pass on, and 
when a few miles more would have carried 
them into the Gulph, or River, of St. Lawrence, 
by whatever name the arm of the sea at that 
point is to be called, and they meet a stream 
flowing into it, they have the conscience to stop. 
And here is the North-west Angle of Nova 
Scotia, and if there chance to be a hill in the 
neighbourhood, these are the High Lands. 
Here they turn upon their heel, and follow 
these High Lands down to the south-west and 
south, dividing, first, the streams that flow 
into the River St. Lawrence, from those that 
empty into a part of the Gulph, called the bay of 
Chaleur, both within our Territories ; next, the 
waters that flow into the River St. Lawrence, 
from those that flow into the St. John's, both 
within, or falling into, our acknowledged Terri- 
tories ; keeping often in sight of, and never at any 
great distance from, the very bank of the former 
stream ; until, at last, to get round the sources 
of the Chaudiere, they must turn almost to the 

c 2 
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south-east, and making a considerable bend, 
join the High Lands upon which both parties 
are agreed. 

And this, they would persuade us, is the 
execution of that treaty, which had proposed 
for its object " the reciprocal advantages and 
mutual conveniences of both parties": this 
the Boundary it contemplated and described : 
which is to sever the British provinces from 
each other, and the Canadas from Great Britain, 
" upon principles of liberal equity and reci- 
procity " : which has stripped us of a natural 
and defensible frontier, " to exclude all partial 
advantages " : intersected Waters in a manner 
to leave no question of navigation uninvolved, 
that " the seeds of discord might be removed" ': 
and planted, in fine, the American posts and 
people in the rear of the St. John's, and at the 
mouth of the St. Lawrence, " to promote and 
secure to both countries perpetual peace" ! 

But, say the Americans, if your Ministers 
have made an absurd division, see you to that ; 
it is enough for us that we fulfil the Treaty. 
Here is the boundary agreeably to its express 
words, and literal meaning ; for the waters on 
the one side of these High Lands flow into the 
St. Lawrence, on the other, into the Atlantic. 
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This argument is the chief foundation of their 
whole pretensions. It may be easily shewn to rest 
upon false assumptions, and fallacious reasoning. 
For first, a continuous Chain of High Lands, 
dividing waters in the manner they describe, 
or in any other similar manner, does not exist 
in the quarter and direction they would run their 
Boundary. On the contrary, those High Lands 
are repeatedly interrupted and intersected, by • 
low and marshy ground, and by other High Land 
crossing their line, and what is conclusive, even 
by Rivers. Next, the streams on the one side 
do indeed flow into the St. Lawrence, (except, 
that at the point, where they fix the North-west 
Angle, that water would perhaps be rather de- 
scribed as a portion of the Gulph,) but the rivers 
on the other side do not fall into the Atlantic 
ocean. Ultimately, indeed, it is well known, 
that all rivers fall into the Ocean, of which all 
seas, gulphs, and bays, are in some sense a 
part; but in questions of geography, or hydro- 
graphy, separate names are given and used for 
these several parts, and are applied in contra- 
distinction to each other, and to the wkole. 
Nor can it be said that the parties, or makers of 
the treaty, were ignorant of, or averse to, these 
distinctions, which the common sense and com- 
mon usage of mankind has constantly recog- 
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nized, for they themselves have made use of 
them, and in this very Treaty, and more than 
once. In the sense therefore in which the treaty 
applies the words, these Streams do not fall into 
« the Atlantic: 9 They fall into the St John's, 
or they fall into " the Bay ofFundy," nay, they 
fall into " the Guiph of St. Lawrence/' divisions 
of water, to which those names are given by the 
Treaty, in distinction from •? the Atlantic" 
which, as it touched no part of a coast bounded 
by the St. Croix, so it could receive no Rivers 
that flowed through our Territories; and for 
that reason the Heads of all Rivers that reached 
it were assigned to the United States. In this 
understanding the object of the treaty, in de- 
scribing the High Lands, appears obvious, its 
principle rational, and advantages reciprocal. 
If this sense be rejected, the apparent basis be- 
comes not only inapplicable and absurd, but it 
is impossible to substitute any other theory for 
so unaccountable a Boundary, or conceive what 
purpose was had in view, what motive pro- 
posed, or what madness or folly possessed the 
negotiators, that they laid down a line, the very 
figure and appearance of which, on the Map, are 
as fantastic, as the difficulties *it involves are ob- 
vious, and the consequences alarming. 
Let us now examine, and compare with this, 
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the Boundary as claimed by the British Commis- 
sioners. It commences from the same point, 
and runs in the same direction North. On ap- 
proaching the western Bank of the St. John's, 
it intersects the range of High Lands already 
alluded to, rising from fifteen hundred to two 
thousand feet above the level of the sea, and ex- 
tending in unbroken ridges in a western course. 
Here we find that feature of the Country, that 
elevation of Land, which, from its height and 
extent, would be easily recognized, and termed, 
in a geographical description of the tract, €€ The 
High Lands." Here, therefore, at Mars Hill, 
the name given to the height intersected, we 
terminate the North line, and fix the North-west 
Angle of Nova Scotia. Thence we follow these 
Heights of land, dividing the Heads of Rivers, 
leaving the St. John's, its source and branches, 
flowing to the northward and eastward into 
our Territories, on the right, the Penobscot, 
the Kennebec, and other intermediate streams, 
flowing south-westerly, into theirs, on the left, 
till we reach the fountains of the Cbaudiere, 
where we are joined by the American Commis- 
sioners, and proceed tdgether to the Connecticut. 
It is a fact of great importance, and which has 
been ascertained by actual survey, that the High 
Lands, at the point where we are joined by the 
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American Commissioners, and upon which both 
parties are agreed, are evidently the continuation 
of the heights from Mars Hill, and the whole 
together form one and the same Chain. By this 
Line we execute the principle of the Treaty, for 
we divide the Rivers, running in contrary direc- 
tions into the respective territories of each, at 
their sources. We fulfil its object, of equity, 
reciprocity, the exclusion of partial advantages, 
(" those seeds of discord") and the foundation 
of perpetual peace, for we establish such an 
arcifinius Boundary, as alone, without exposing 
their Provinces to attack, could possibly leave 
ours capable of defence. And, finally, we do 
no violence to the letter of the Treaty. For the 
objection to these High Lands, on this score, 
may be fairly reduced to this ; the words of the 
treaty are, " Rivers that empty themselves into 
the river St. Lawrence :" there are waters, on 
the northern side of these High Lands, that 
flow into the river St. Lawrence ; but there are 
also, that fall by the river St John's into the' 
Bay of Fundy. Now, if indeed we are to get 
over this difficulty by verbal subtilty, and the 
most venial equivocation is lo prevail, it certainly 
appears less sophistical in the Americans to say, 
the Bay of Fundy is the Atlantic Ocean, than 
for us to pretend that the Bay of Fundy is the 
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river St. Lawrence; though, to an accurate 
reasoner, who consulted the distinctions in the 
Treaty, the prevarication on both sides would 
appear nearly equal: but if the principle and 
basis of the Line be kept in view, and we en- 
deavour to reconcile to them any seeming dis- 
crepai.ce in the words, may we not say to this 
objection, that there is nevertheless nothing in 
the description of this Boundary by the treaty 
inconsistent with the facts of the Survey, though 
there are indeed other and more facts in the Sur- 
vey than are mentioned in the description ; still if 
these other geographical facts are of a similar 
nature, and included within the same reason, 
(viz. Rivers flowing into and through our actual 
Territories,) ought they not to be intended to fall 
within the same division ? Besides, what is it 
to the Americans, where the rivers north of the 
High Lands discharge? It is enough for them 
that all on the South flow immediately to the 
Atlantic, or at least that all which flow immedi- 
ately to the Atlantic are on the South side. Those 
are all the Treaty conceded to them, and all, 

which were not conceded, belong still to their 
ancient Sovereign, by title paramount, wherever 
they discharge. It is no objection to our claim 
therefore, that " the Bay of Fundy" is not 
€€ the St. Lawrence," while it is conclusive 
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against theirs that " the Bay ofFundy 9 ' is not 
" the Atlantic Ocean." For granted, that as the 

Treaty gives them those Rivers only which flow 
into the Atlantic, so it assigns to us those only 
which fall into the St. Lawrence, and that the 
River St. John's, which empties into the Bay of 
Fundy, is an omitted case ; still, to whom does 
it now belong ? To the King, who owned and 
possessed it years before the Treaty ? Or to the 
Republic, which neither owned, nor possessed, 
nor claimed it, till after ? But the Boundary at 
and from the North-west Angle is marked and 
described by two facts, or circumstances, the 
Elevation of land, and the Division of rivers. 
The former, which, as it is first, and separately, 
mentioned in the treaty, merits perhaps at least 
an equal consideration, is strictly pursued by 
the Line we claim, for throughout the whole Sur- 
vey north to the shore of the St. Lawrence, has 
no range of heights been intersected, more pro- 
minent in elevation, or unbroken in extent. The 
latter designation, the Division of rivers, in the 
strict and literal sense to which they would con- 
fine the Treaty, is found utterly inapplicable to 
the country intersected by the North line. Now 
if one part of the description be consistent, and 
one part at variance, with the geography of the 
Tract surveyed, and the part which is consistent 
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be a Land-mark sufficient for our direction, and 
the part which is at variance easily reconciled 
with the other, by recurring to the principle, 
and to what may be considered the abstract de- 
lineation of the Boundary, why should we not 
adopt so obvious a solution of the difficulty, and 
follow The High Lands, and divide the waters 
that fall into the Atlantic from those that fall 
into the St. Lawrence, agreeably to the letter of 
the Treaty, where we can, and where we cannot, 
divide the waters that flow through their Terri- 
tories, that is, into " the Atlantic" from those 
that flow into the St. John's, and "Bay qf 
Fundy" that is, through our Territories, agree- 
ably to the reason and basis of the division. 

These considerations have not been men- 
tioned so much with any view of setting forth 
the arguments, that support the claims of the 
British or American Governments, which are 
respectively assisted or impugned by many other 

collateral reasons, but rather to discover the 

* 

aims and disposition of the United States, and 
introduce and explain the late extraordinary 
proceedings of that Republic. For such being 
the state of the question, and negotiations re- 
specting this Boundary between the two Coun- 
tries being now pending, and that possession 
and jurisdiction over the disputed Territory of 
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the Crown of Great Britain, which had com- 
menced from the conquest or cession of Nova 
Scotia and Canada, years before the existence 
of an American republic, still continuing and 
uninterrupted, (and not merely the constructive 
possession of Public or Municipal law, but the 
actual exercise of sovereignty and jurisdiction, 
by Grants of land, Issuing of writs, Training 
militia, Licences to cut timber on the vacant 
forest, and all other the same duties and privi- 
leges of British subjects existing there, as are 
known at Halifax or Quebec) ; it seems to have 
been now thought in the United States, as in- 
consistent with the free and independent spirit 
of * the American People,' to expect longer the 
result of those negotiations; and accordingly, dur- 
ing the last year, they resolved, " that possessory 
acts on their part should be resorted to with- 
out delay." In compliance with their request, 
the King had just before discontinued and re- 
called his Licences, heretofore granted for cut- 
ting Timber on the vacant Forest; an act of 
courtesy, or concession, which, as it surprised 
and injured his subjects there, so it might have 
conciliated the Americans, but which, in the true 
spirit of friendship and reciprocity, was thus re- 
turned. Two of those free, sovereign, and inde- 
pendent Republics, which form the confederacy 
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of the United States, -to whose general authority 
their obedience seems in a great measure volun- 
tary and uncertain, the States of Massachusetts 
and Maine, whose territories adjoin this Bound- 
ary, agreed immediately in concurrence with 
each other in Resolutions to the following pur- 
port and words — 

€< Forthwith to take effectual measures to ascer- 
€€ tain the extent of the depredations committed 
t€ on the lands of this Common wealth/' (Massa- 
chusetts) " and the State of Maine, by whom 
" the same have been committed, and under 
" what Authority, if any, such depredations 
" have been made, and all other facts necessary 
" to bring the offenders to justice ; also to make 
?' and execute good and sufficient deeds, con- 
* c veying to the settlers on the undivided public 
" lands on the St. John's and Madawaska 
" Rivers in actual possession as aforesaid, their 
" heirs and assigns, 100 acres each of the land 
by them possessed, to include their improve- 
ments on their respective lots, they paying 
to the said Agents for the use of this Com- 
" monwealth five dollars each, and the expense 
V of surveying the same ; and also to sell the 
" timber on such of the undivided public Lands 
€€ as lie contiguous to or near to the waters of 
" the river St. John's, in all cases where 
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" such sale will in the opinion of the Land 
€€ Agents promote the interest of this Common- 
" wealth." 

In the style and language of these Resolu- 
tions, it is interesting to observe that peculiar 
precision and energy of expression, in which this 
people has made such amazing progress, since 
they emancipated themselves from the thraldom 
of English Sovereignty and English Grammar, 
and established the Independence of € the 
American people ' and ' American tongue/ 
€ The depreciations ' that are here mentioned 
are the acts of cultivation of British subjects, 
the King's grantees. * The Authority under 
which the same have been made, 9 is the King's 
Representative, who fixed His Great Seal to 
their grants; and these are the offenders to 
be brought to justice : c the undivided pub- 
lic laws on the St. John's and Madawaska rivers' 
are the private estates of British subjects, held 
by such grants of the crown, of twenty or thirty 
years date, in lots of 500 to 2000 acres, ' 100 of 
which, to include the improvements/ (the culti- 
vated portion,) are to be confirmed to them each 
'by good and sufficient deeds of conveyance/ from 
this generous Republic : in consideration of which 
gracious benevolence, the said grantees are to pay 
a small fine of five dollars each, ' for the use of this 
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Commonwealth, and the expense of surveying 
the same' (not the Commonwealth, it is presumed, 
but the estates of the colonists :) and finally, the 
timber which is thus to be there sold is as much 
parcel of the King's Demesnes as the trees in 
Windsor Forest, and by title older than the 
birth of that Government, which so modestly 
questions the right, and so delicately anticipates 
the decision. Not Captain Rock, not Stafford 
Sutton Cooke, ever gave notice to their tenants, 
with more scrupulous deference to the preten- 
sions of an usurping Landlord ; no Hue and cry 
in the Police Gazette ever described trespasses 
partaking of felony, in terms more guarded and 
indulgent. Considering the nature of the offence, 
and the character of ' the offenders,' this mode- 
ration can only be accounted for by the habitual 
respect, which it is so necessary to observe in the 
United States, towards that description of Inha- 
bitants called Squatters. 

But if there was much in the words and ex- 
pressions of these Resolutions that called loudly 
for the due acknowledgments of the British Go- 
vernment, care was taken that their execution 
should add to the obligation. The public Land- 
Agents of these two States are jointly commis- 
sioned, and dispatched, the following summer, 
(of 1825,) to enforce their rights to the Territory 
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in question and reclaim the possession, With a 
party of men they arrive; " make domiciliaiy 
visits to many of the settlers/' (the words* of 
their own report,) " explain the object of their 
visit, and commence surveying the settlers' lots, 
of 100 acres each, to several of whom they make 
deeds/' (for the consideration, we presume, above 
enjoined ;) " post 1 up notices of the disposition of 
the State towards the settlers at the Church and 
at the corn-mills," and appoint two Agents with 
power to grant permits for cutting timber. They 
speak, with praise, of the beauty and fertility of 
the country, and of the industry and hospitality 
of the Inhabitants, whom they represent to be 
" well deserving the fostering care of govern- 
" ment, having grants from the Province of New 
*' Brunswick," in which " they have little con- 
fidence, and desirous of purchasing at a fair 
rate" a good title from their friendly visitors, 
who succeed in persuading some to make appli- 
cation to their Legislature for that purpose. This 
much is collected from their Report itself, and 
from the forwardness with which these facts are 
avowed, and the industry with which they are 
published and circulated, these Governments 
really appear to have been afraid lest their con- 
duct in this respect should pass unknown or un- 
observed; and while we admire their fostering 
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attention to the king's subjects in that quarter, 
we cannot but wonder at the ostentation with 
which it is proclaimed. But from other sources 
it is discovered that the zeal of these Agents car- 
ried them so far, as to endeavour to persuade the 
Colonists no longer to muster at the Militia 
Trainings, which were about to take place 
under the King's Government of New Bruns- 
wick, offering to pay their fines, and omitting 
no means to seduce their affections ; which seem 
not to have succeeded as was desired, since the 
Trainings were attended in the usual manner, 
and a company, it is said,, set out in pursuit of 
the American emissaries, and had they been 
some hours later in their retreat, the Courts of 
Law in the Province, might have rendered those 
acknowledgements to the individuals employed, 
which their Employers can expect from the Impe- 
rial Government alone. On their return, the Re- 
port, already mentioned (and hereto annexed*) 
is made by these Agents, to their respective 
Governments. It concludes by recommending, 
for the Country they have visited, " that two 
" Justices of the Peace be commissioned; that 
" a Deputy Sheriff or Constable be appointed ; 
" and that one or more Military Districts be 

* Appendix , 2Vb. 3. 
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"formed at Madawaska, and at a suitable time 
"so organized that they may have a Represent 
u tative in the Legislature of Maine/* Mea- 
sures^ which the same report assures us, have 
met with the entire approbation of the Executive 
of that Commonwealth. 

Doubtless, persons were not wanting in fee 
States, that adopted those Resolutions, (for there 
are in that country men of justice and honour, in 
all the offices of public, and private life, but who* 
from the nature of their Constitution* have too 
little influence upon the measures of the Govern- 
ment), who, we may believe, failed not to protest 
against so bold a defiance of national Law* and 
demonstrate the danger and impolicy of such aa 
attempt : that by the clearest principle of natu- 
ral equity, and the acknowledged usage of civi- 
Kaed Nations, the party in possession ootid 
never be disturbed before the decision of the 
controversy: that the idea of strengthening 
their claim by possessory acts at this hour was 
absurd in the extreme: that the endeavour 
either to steal possession, or usurp it by force, 
•was an insult no Nation could be so weak as to 
dissemble, or so spiritless as to endure; still 
less that Power, which had often commenced 
hostilities for slighter provocation and less worthy 
cause; which, when formerly the Spaniards seized 



35 

the disputed Territory of Nootka Sound, a de- 
solate, useless possession, on the other side of 
the Globe, flew instantly to arms; and which 
here, within our own memory, when France 
seemed to be encroaching, in fifty-6ve, from the 
frontiers of Canada, thought it not too much to 
light up war in the four quarters of the world, 
to vindicate her honour, and avenge her sub- 
jects. Do not imagine that such a Power is 
to be thus footed, like a stranger cur, from 
their possession, but expect rather the re- 
vival of that national policy, which their In- 
dian Allies would gladly hail, as the Dog 
who bites before he barks; expect the Fleet 
and Garrison of Halifax again at the. Penobscot 
And, finally, that the measure proposed was of 
all others the most likely to defeat the object in 
view, Why provoke the attention of that Go- 
vernment to a subject* from whose indifference 
to which we have every thing to hope, and no- 
thing from intimidation? Why teach her the 
value of the possession by our eagerness to seize 
it ? Or what former question, either of commer- 
cial intercourse, or territorial right, had been 
so compromised, that we should repent or be 
weary of negotiating ? Since there are two 
ways of acquiring Territory, by force, and by 

treaty, let us adhere to that in which we have 

d2 
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been most successful ; . for' though, if we meet 
resistance, we may retrace our steps, we cannot 
easily allay the irritation these Resolutions must 
produce, or explain their offensive terms* 

There were others, on the contrary, who 
considered this the language of the inveterate 
Apologists of Great Britain, and suited rather to 
their former dependence, or the infancy of their 
freedom, than its present maturity of strength 
and wisdom: who refused to understand how 
the law of nations could be more violated by 
possessory acts on their part, than on hers: 
who denied that any apprehension or argument 
could be derived from ancient examples of Brit* 
ish spirit and policy, for time, whiie it had deve- 
loped and matured the resources of America, 
had been adding to the burthens of England 1 ; 
dnd however high had been her > courage, 
and successful her dictates* to the Slaves and 
Despots of Asia, and of Europe,- nothing had 
yet been seen of it, on this side of the watery 
that seemed equal to her power, or worthy of her 
feme ; whether it was that history had exagge- 
rated the prowess of her arms, or that her 
spirit cowered, and her destinies declined, 
before the ascendancy of American valour. 
It' was not by such temporizing policy that 
the Floridas had been added to the Union, 
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Imt by boldly occupying with force, what 
Spain delayed to concede by treaty, and doing 
ourselves that justice, which, if we are to wait 
upon the pleasure of Courts in Europe, we may 
for ever expect. Nor could it be answered that 
a different measure of respect might be found 
expedient for the King of Spain, and the King 
of Great Britain ; the acquisition of Moose 
Island had originated in no other means than 
these now to be adopted; that example was 
sufficient to prove, either that possession was 
not So sacred a thing as by some is imagined,* 
or that Great Britain was accustomed to ita 
violation, and knew how to bear it with better 
temper, than her admirers have supposed. Then, 
cease to threaten us with what is due to the 
dignity of her Empire, but consult rather the 
character of our own, and if you can remember 
the war of 55, do not forget that of 76, 
unless perhaps we defied and vanquished that 
kingdom fifty years ago, to tremble now at her 
4i$plpagure, or be less forward to assert our 
right at this day, and take possession of our 
owp. The Territory in question belongs neither 
to Great Britain nor to the General Government 
of, the United States, but to the Commonwealths 
of , Massachusetts and Maine; why should we 
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expect the negotiation of two parties, to Either 
of whom we deny the right ? 

Whatever may have been the language used, 
we feel assured it was on the balance of 
such motives and arguments, that these resolu- 
tions were approved and enforced. Upon which 
side the reason lay, remains to be decided by 
the event. Communications, it seems, have 
been made by the Lieutenant Governor of New 
Brunswick to the King's Minister at Wash- 
ington, and in consequence of his remonstrance, 
the further execution of the measure has been 
for the present suspended. How soon it may 
be resumed, and to what extent carried, will 
depend upon the degree of patience with which 
the past shall be endured. 

The Constitution of the United States, as the 
undoubted perfection of political economy, had 
many other claims to our admiration, and parti- 
cularly this also, that the difficulties it presents 
with regard to foreign relations, however annoy- 
ing to other Powers, are extremely convenient 
for themselves. A Treaty ratified by their 
Executive inay, it seems, be rejected by the 
Senate ; accepted by the Senate, the Represen- 
tatives in Congress may refuse laws necessary 
for its execution ; confirmed and sanctioned by 
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the Laws of Congress, the obedience, of the 
several States is voluntary and uncertain, for the 
authority of the Federal Government appears 
to be sometimes unsettled and disputed in 
theory, and, in fact, always destitute of compul- 
sory force. In the present instance also they 
Gain hardly fail to ' have recourse to such expe- 
dients. The General Government will probably 
disavow the measure, and deny the power of the 
two Commonwealths to usurp this Territory; 
the two Commonwealths will deny the power of 
tfrp General Government to concede it In 
either case Great Britain feels the inconve- 
nience, and the United States the advantage, 

r 

The House of Representatives in Congress, and 
still more the State Legislatures, are mostly 
composed of men, who seem to entertain no very 
accurate, or very scrupulous, ideas on the Law of 
Nations. The Puritans of the North find no- 
thing about it in their Bibles, and the Free- 
thinkers of the South would not regard it if 
they did. 

Certainly a more barefaced aggression, so 
solemnly resolved, so boldly executed, and so 
openly proclaimed, has been seldom suffered, or 
suffered with impunity, between two Nations. 
Not that the United States have never before 
sent emissaries to sedace the subjects, or usurp 
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this dominions of a irieitfUy Pawer^.bqt isJlways 
with some pretexts to excuse, or in a manner >to 
palliate the intrusion, or, at lequst* with' seerettjp 
to conceal, it But here no cirewmtanoe of in- 
justice and contumely appears to he wanting* 
4 People, with whotn we are on terms of the 
ipost confident amity, with whom, the King has 
been long endeavouring to settle, by reference 
and negotiation, questions of Boundary ,. and 
eyery other difference, ar$ not.' afraid,, nor 
ashamed, by the deliberate acts of 'two of their 
Legislatures, to declare an extensive Territory* 
(of which, to say nothing of the right, we are it* 
possession, a possession too, .older than their 
existence), to be their own public undivided 
Lands ; to affect to consider and treat its Inhfe< 
bitants and Authorities as trespassers and crir% 
minals; order them to be dispossessed,, wd. 
brought to justice; send thither their public 
Agents to cut and seize the King's Timber, tOf 
resume and sell the land he had granted, intrigue 
with and seduce his subjects, supersede his Go- 
vernment, establish the civil jurisdiction and mi- 
litary organization of their Republic; and, in 
short, completely transfer to themselves, without' 
further ceremony, the full sovereignty and pro- • 
priety of the whole Country. The attention of 
the Public in England is so constantly engaged 
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by ■**$&*** of mwre' ioftnfcdtete:, tit mate alluring 
interest; that it can-' bafdly for a moment 1 be 
directed to' a matter sb rfemote and so imper- 
fectly understood ; but in that quarter 6f ihe 
Empire this event has* been beheld with asto^ 
nishment and indignation by all classes of the 
King^ Subjects. In the most solemn manned 
their sftttation and constitution admits they have 
hastened to send home their humble Represen- 
tation,* of *he injury done and threatened, to 
theft* properties, and their Sovereign's rights, 
and lay hi the foot of the Throne, their earnest 
prayers 'for protection ; and are now looking 
witl^anxious eyes to the conduct of the Impe-* 
i*ial Government; to learn whether they will still 
sAfffer their facility or indifference to be cajoled 
by the fair professions of that Republic, or will, 
at 1 last, be awakened to its real character of tur- 
bulence and atggression, and convinced of the 
necessity of never yielding an inch to a Nation, 
Whose demands rise upon every concession, and ' 
whose 'strength is increasing with every demand. 
For it is indeed a melancholy thing, particularly 
fsnr British Subjects in tho^e Colonies, to see 
Great Britain, their Mother Country, that oncfe 
possessed the ' whole Continent of North Ame- 

* Appendix, No. 4. " 
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rica, driven in this mtener, from the Kennebec 
to the Penobscot, from the Penobscot to the 
St. Croix, from the St Croix to the St John's, 
and now, finally, from the St John's up to the 
very verge and shore of the St Lawrence, not 
by conquest or the decline of her power and Env 
pire, but through the mere address and cunoiog 
of a People, who seem ashamed of no m$an$ io 
advancing a pretext, and regard neither thfl 
rights, nor the common courtesies of Nation, 
in asserting their claims. Still more humiliating 
must it be, if Great Britain has now to endure 
from that Republic, on the eastern extremity of 
their dominions, the same violation of Territdty, 
which they inflicted with so much insult and 
triumph, on the King of Spain, in the Soutk 
" The Americans have no conscience. Father,? 
said the Indian Chief, in his talk to Sir Gfeorge 
Provost, " they have no heart ; they will drive 
us beyond the setting Sun:" — and they will 
push you into the Sea, he might have added ; 
for unless a stand be now made to prevent it, 
they eventually will. 

The decision of the present question may be 
found to involve no less a consequence. For 
there appear to be four principal objects to be 
secured, or compromised, by the settlement 
of this Boundary. 
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First. A Tract of Laid, highly valuable for 
its extent, quality, and situation. It comprises 
upwards of 10,000 square miles; is covered 
with a thick and lofty growth of the finest 
timber ; (the native beauty of the Country has 
not escaped the observation and praise of the 
American Agents); it is watered by frequent 
lakes and rivers, the St. John's, and its numerous 
branches, communicating with the sea, by safe 
and uninterrupted navigation, (with the single 
exception of the Grand Falls, which may be 
easily overcome,) and flowing into and through 
our actual Territories, of which they are natu- 
rally, and almost necessarily, a portion. This 
Tract is at present very partially cultivated, and 
thinly peopled: but the pretensions of the 
United States once removed, it would imme- 
diately be occupied. No part of our foreign 
Possessions offers more encouragement to the 
emigrant than this district, and if Government 
will at last be ever persuaded to take up and 
conduct the business of Emigration, in a manner 
worthy its results to the Empire and mankind, 
there is no place where it should sooner be our 
eare to establish a body of loyal and industrious 
Settlers, who, ceasing to be a burthen here, 
would there add strength to our dominions, and 
in a very critical point. 
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Secondly. An object of higher importance 
is a defensible line of Frontier. To establish 
an ardjimtis Boundary between the two Coun- 
tries in this quarter, was as clearly the intention 
of the Treaty., as it is indispensably necessary 
for oar security. If the present claims of the 
United States are conceded, and they pass the 
River St. John's, or even if they reach and 
possess its western Bank, the whole Province of 
Npw Brunswick lies at their mercy. Occupying 
th£ upper part of such a stream, the country below 
CQuld never be protected, from contraband 
trade, in time of peace, nor from invasion. in 
time of war. All the difficulties of preparation 
and transport, for attack, will then be overcome 
with security within their own Territory, and 
their descent into ours will only offer increased 
facilities in proportion as they advance. The 
only Line of division, which can distinctly sepa-r 
rate the two Countries, and secure the . weaker, 
as in this quarter Great Britain must be consi- 
dered to be, against the aggression of the other, 
is to divide the Heads of Rivers, agreeably to 
the principle of the Treaty, by the High Lands 
from Mars Hill. Indeed, it is not too much to 
affirm, that this is the only practicable Frontier, 
which the relations of the two Powers, and: the 
geography of the Country, can admit. The 
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Bouadary must be either Mars Hill, or the 

Isthmus of Cumberland, or the Penobscot. A 
meridian Line over such an extent of territory, 
intersecting Rivers in such a manner, can never 
exist. A division, full of inconvenience for two 
Parishes, and almost impracticable for Counties 
in the same Kingdom, can hardly answer be- 
tween two Nations. Between two Natiotis, 
having a common language, opposite maxims of 
government, incessant intercourse, conflicting 
interests, and a mutual and undisguised jealdusy 
and' rivalry of each other, such a Frontier can 
only produce continued collision and endless 
disputes, and must sooner or later end iii 1 a 
struggle, which, if there be no other recourse, 
Great Britain had better anticipate than defer. 

It will be in vain that the possession of Grand 
Manan has confirmed to us the controul of the 
Bay of Fundy, or that by again seizing the 
mouth of the Penobscot, that controul may be 
secured, and extended along the adjacent Ame- 
rican Coasts, if the United States are thus to 
acquire in our rear the command of a River, 
which flows through the midst of New Bruns- 
wick, and whose various branches communicate 
by an easy navigation, with almost every quarter 
of the Province. The immediate consequence to 
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be apprehended, most be, the case of a rupture 
with that Power, the attack and conquest of this 
Colony, and it may not be without use to anticipate 
the remoter, but no less important, and no less 
probable, consequences. The neighbouring Pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia becomes exposed at almost 
every point to attack from the mouth of the same 
Stream. The St. John's, by one of the greatest 
curiosities of nature, presents difficulties at its 
entrance, which might be easily so strengthened, 
that no force from Sea could penetrate it Here 
then the enemy would have every convenience 
and security for preparing their Flotilla, and 
would expect in safely their opportunity for 
crossing, by a few hours course, to the opposite 
shore. Nor could any naval superiority prevent 
the occurrence, or repair the effects, of such 
opportunities. The nature of the Bay of Fundy 
renders the assistance of ships of war uncertain 
in summer, and in winter their very presence 
impracticable. Thus the natural defences of the 
Isthmus of Cumberland would be turned, taken 
in the rear, or become useless, and instead of a 
long, difficult, and circuitous march to the 
strongest, and perhaps an impregnable, entrance 
of that Province, the enemy gain the choice, and 
access, of the weakest, and in five days, an 
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American army from tbe mouth of the St. John's, 
might be cannonading the forts and ships of 
Halifax Harbour. But it is hardly necessary to 
inquire, how long Nova Scotia could be retained, 
were New Brunswick lost, or how long Halifax 
or any other Place defended, were Nova Scotia 
overrun, or how the American Coast could be 
blockaded, or even a superior Fleet maintained 
in those waters, with no Harbour for shelter, or 
repair, to the northward of Bermuda, and west- 
ward of Ireland j (though perhaps one might 
reasonably extend the consideration of these 
consequences so far, as to question the safety of 
our West India commerce, or even the posses- 
sion of those Islands, and still more the security 
&f Newfoundland, and the Fishery on its banks) : 
it is sufficient, that, without any pretension to 
military science, it must be obvious to any one, 
who either has any acquaintance with the coun- 
try, or even considers its situation on the Map, 
that the acquisition of such an advantage by an 
enemy, and its loss on our part, must greatly 
increase their ohanoes of conquest, and the cost 
and difficulty of our defence. 

3rd. The third conaequeraee involved in the 
settlement of this Boundary, is the Connexion 
together of the British Colonies, and their Conor 
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jminieatiott with <*&ck ifthery 'TM&WtAg&Hf 
territory, wtoch the UnitalSttite^»^ end%a*tftt£ 
mg to drive up between Catia&a 'afid r *:NfcW 
Brunswick, . will - m#st effectually sep&rart^ iife 
Upper and lower Divisions <tf oftf ^os^fi&ibWtffc 
A*nerica, and expose the Frontier of tte fcrfafer 
Province, no less; than it commands the o&W- 
patioa of the latter. A long and narrow Bttfip & 
iwwi, soaroe thirteen miles in width; *&<*&g 
ifrfr share, at the entrance of '<he * St. t&*P- 
trance* (which is all they would he* leave' us/itfi 
Jfchis quarter, on the right bank^) cannot fee ^rf- 
fcidered a i very tenable possession. TheWaVigrf- 
4km> of the river becomes end&ngerddy arid tht 
.wry passage of the Mails extremely eit<ca*t#tf^ 
and: extremely precarious. The sita&tmtf 6f jiJew 
\Brunswkk renders it the< centre "of our fiffipitfe 
on that Continent, and the Tefritofy itf qtt^sttbfe 
[is the very point of uflioft; and^as a prtj&ent 
Commander would reserve '• his' ohfef forte dtifl 
^vigilance, for the^protectioftf oftfcatpbsStifett^lih 
secures the connexion and suppbtt of eatefc %£*- 
4mme> no less anxiety should' be 'sh^wtt^»'fc 
<wary Government, along the* 1 Line' of tts^eiAft- 
-iiioiis, ittdpe^^eciallyif so critical a paftffc&k 
air tody ^attr rated the desire^ and 4 even '^te^*- 
itemptsy of -out Adversary . , OM'a 0©tf*mtoeit#*fe 
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well ft* jtolittcal view r ithis ConnemoQ has now 
became of consequence, and the course of future 
exeats may prove it far more important. For if 
the Union of all those Colonies under one Gene- 
ral .1 Government, as is sometimes suggested, 
should ever take place ; or if, by any unfore- 
seen exigency, the ties between them and the 
Mother Country should ever become less* inti- 
iBftte,, or less effectual, such a Communication 
a&d Connexion would become to them an>impon- 
tant bond of Union, and would create and seenre 
a. community of feeling and interest, and prevent 
their falling separately into the hands of that 
neighbouring Republic, whose power add com- 
roerce already threaten to rival Great Britain, 
and to whose i&crease, except in the present iur 
stanoe, we do not know what other opportunity 
.will be ever found to prescribe a limit 

, 4th, But if these considerations appear of 
promoter interest, there are others more imme- 
^Mfoitftnd. perbapp more important. For it is 
jpte£ merely the communication between the Colo- 
ipi^tljejaselves. that is at stake, but the coinnro- 
^atio^ between the Canadas and the Sea, 
between Ijhe Canadas and Great Britain. Pus- 
99g J#gbt months of the year, from the first of 
September, to May, not eyen an answer from 
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England to any intelligence iron* Quebec, cm 
be there received, except through the- United 
States, or through the Pro vince of New Bruns- 
wick. Supposing the latter communication im 
terrupted, (as it will be most effectually, if apy 
other Boundary is accepted, but that claimed by 
His Majesty's Commissioners,) it may easily l>e 
eonceived what advantages an enemy in that 
country would possess, who should commence 
hostilities a little before that period, in the mouth 
o£ August or July, and thus have nearly a twelve* 
Vipnth to overrun those Colonies before tfyey> 
could receive the assistance of a single man, or 
a single musquet, from the Mother Cowxtryj 
whose armament, on arriving, the next June*, 
might possibly find the enemy encamped on >the 
Heights of Abram, or their very flag' op the) 
Walls of Quebec. Or if the Nation, with whom 
we have to contend, were such* as would pro- , 
bably overlook this advantage, still should any 
disaster occur in the course of the war, how in- 
jurious must be so long a delay, and how fire* 
quently must succour arrive toe late. In » shorty 
is ^it possible for Great Britain to fetain w44&. 
fend a country, from which she. would not onljfj 
be so perfectly severed, by distance and olim^te/ 
b*jt pf the very occarrencea in which* she m^st 

■o ' * ' ' \ ■ * , ■ '. i ~ ' ' ■ • ' • ' . • » i * » - 'j * . . 
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remain in utter ignorance, during the greater 
part of the year. 

It is not merely a Route to convey the Mails 
that is wanted, (which the Americans would very 
speciously offer, by a proposed exchange of ter- 
ritory, leaving us the left side of the Madawas- 
k&, for an equivalent on the right of the St. 
John's, and which even then would continue at 
their mercy,) but a Military Line of communica- 
tion, the means of transporting troops and stores, 
from St. John's, or Halifax, to Quebec, with 
convenience and security. The advantages of 
this Line have been already in some measure 
perceived. During the late War, regiments 
were marched through, and sailors transported, 
in the depth of winter, with perfect safety, to the 
Upper Provinces, where their arrival was very 
seasonable : and similar, and far more extensive, 
services, cannot fell to be received, or regretted, 
in case of future conflict Such is the import- 
ance of preserving this communication, that fee 
present question of Boundary can hardly be con- 
sidered in any other light, than as involving the 
question of the expediency, of retaining, or re- 
linquishing, the whole of the British Colonies in 
Nbrth America. 

It would really appear to be faintly perceived, 
or seldom considered, among us, how formidable 

e2 
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a rival we mtist one day have to contend with in 
the United States, how rapidly Ihat ctey is .ap- 
proaching, and how momentous must b& the 
issue. At so great a distance, and comparatively 
of minor interest, little is here observed of the 
intriguing, ambitious, and imperious character, 
of a People and Government, who consider 
every thing they can claim and reach, as already 
their own, and everything they cannot, as' An 
injury to be borne only till they have acquired 
fiirther strength. In the very tertns of a pre- 
vious concession they can find subject for fresh 
'demands. With reciprocity for ever in their 
mouths, they can induce us to relax our system 
6f Navigation, and yield them commercial ad- 
vantages, which they then reflise or delay to re- 
ttirn, and seem to think conduct, which in private 
life would be thought little consistent with good 
faith, to be the proof of policy on their part, ^r 
of weakness Upon ours. Yet to whatever » rtib- 
tilty they may descend on some occasions^ 4he 
boldness of their measures on others, bears /no 
proportion to the imbecility of their presfent 
power, but sterns to assume all the impoftaihce 
bf their future expectations j and as if the vkst 
'Countries of the West were now too Utttefor 
; their increase, or were already tout the means of 
acquiring more, we see them grasping, with one 
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4iaod* the shores of the Gulph ,of Mexico, and 
reaching, with the other, at the Gulph of St. 
Lawrence ; fortifying the mouth of the Colum- 
bia, on that .side the Globe, intriguing and threat- 
ening for a Port in the Mediterranean, upon 
tbi&;< at one time, forbidding any Nation to colo- 
nize the coasts of the Pacific, and dictating, at 
another, to the new Republics of the South, not to 
touch the Havannah ; and now, at last, publicly 
proclaiming, by the Message of their President, 
that their former submission to Belligerent rights 
can only be remembered with the resolution , of 
wtVGT' enduring it again. (What is this but to 
say v that if any Nation will go to war with Great 
Britain, they stand ready to join them ?) Their 
attempt to seise, their unwillingness to relin- 
quish, their very demand of, the Territory .in 
: question, <is >a striking, indication of their present 
,. aims, . and future, measures. For why do they 
tthus covet the possession of so angular and insu- 
lated a tract, as if they had. not already more 
< vacant land than they can people for centuries ? 
• Why, but for ( the injury* and insult, it must in- 
<, ftetupw Great Britain ? For surely the irgury 
to thb security of the Empire will not be greater, 
- than 1 tihe, insult upon its policy, if they have any 
■ argument, by which we can be persuaded, thai) the 
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Northwest Angle of Nova Seotia, rthioh Frau* 
once had at the source of the Kennebcc > Euglfiaid 
at the Penobscot; and the Americans them- 
stelvei, in 83, agreed was on the sooth of the Stki 
John's, is, in point of fact, at the mouth of the Sfc 
Lawrence; The secret is, that the United State* 
have tong found the British American Provinces 
to lie heavily on their flank and rear, and oron* 
hang and command their coast To throw off so 
effectual a curb, and still more, by the aequkri* 
tion of these possessions, to rid themsehee of the 
superiority, or even of the presence* of the Brife» 
ish fleets, in those waters ; to get at their nines* 
to monopolize the fish and timber of America, 
force 'themselves into the West Indies, and force 
Gr6at Britain oat ; these have been their constant 
objects, since their first struggle for indepea* 
dence, to the present hour. Their 'efforts have 
as yet been unavailing ; nor have they for the 
future, by arms at least, any prospetit of batter 
success. In a few years, these Colonies will not 
contain less than two millions of inhabitants, 
who, in such a country as America, are not to b* 
conquered: and in the mean time, experience 
has shewn, that with the protection of Great 
Britain, they may be defended ; except indeed 
their natural Barriers are conceded by negotia- 
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torn, and fteir^oao^tioB; f^d^^g**^^ 

ti^eacb otfc€T^fi^s^f»d y wd4^ . <: 

The future dftstintes of thp Jfriftflh (CqltfUtf 
iiir America* as. for a* froi* sitwtipn.wd cirqffUr 
stetoces can be probably cattyfctyned, seap^f 
promise a permanent continuance, of their ^Jppf 
aexion with the Mother Country. Of eve* .i£^k 
ray distant period that Connexion may b$ v^ri* 
oasly modified, according to the changes of t$fp 
and event** yet, under the names of dejp^epfle* 
protection, or alliance, it can hardly ^il tp bfi 
atoftst equally intimate, and mutually advan% 
goma. The/eoinmerce, the wants, the s^^tififl 
find fear*, and above all, the moral feelings pf 
the inhabitants, afford the surest earnest of $# 
expectation* The liberal and parental pofyy of 
tiie pother Country, particularly of late yean?, 
to. added, the, ties of interest to those of affeq? 
£ttjn, ; and left them nothing to gain, by any change 
thatcouWrbspflfered. Least of all can any 4#r 
Jrine> either exist at present, or arise hereafter, 
Jtt&setonge toeir dependence qji Great Brit^^n, 
lor dependence on the American Cpngress, aijjji 
submit their wmmerce to be taxed, and regu : 
Iftifth tyikp. slave-holders of the South, pr Plajv- 
t&a bpyonc^tjie Alieganies* who have never peep 
$e,,Sea. Jhere.^oes ,not ^t am^.theift, 
either in name or thought, such a thing as a 
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Partyy »br 6vtm> & f&\mgj(i-m ferwur'trfUthcl / 
U»ited States. » TJbe* 4 avDi«^^fq^ck w^Mijtft > 
menfc, or thfe* suspicion of entbrtakfiAg'ity^al* * 
immediately dfestfoy a m&nfa pla*» dn& ■ehwafr* » 
ter in society. Their warm and frequent eipre^ 
sions of attachment to England, arid aversion! to 
American principles, would surprise a strange^ 
and s'eein perhaps unnecessary to a PHtosoptteft ' 
%. do not allude either to the arftipathy of ffie 
CJffwdian, or the fanaticism of the Loyalist, » 
or^tfee^ longing* of the Emigrant for his natHfe 
hoo^; but to that rational preference' of men 
of Hfnse and education; who having a near artd 
cojpotant opportunity of comparing a mixed Go- 
vernment with a pure Democracy, see littler re*- 
sqp <to prefer the latter ; and if the King's pre- 
rogative appear to be sometimes exercised with 
le$$ justice or judgment, know how to distinguish ' 
between the principle and the abuse, and derive 
abundant consolation in finding the Democracy 
of, their neighbours, more capricious in the &- * 
vour (She bestows, more servile hi the ho* < 
mage she exacts, more unreasonable 4 in prefer- 
ment,, more oppressive in displeasure, and abso- 
lute Jn All. Nor should the disputes which some* 
times ; arifce with the Golonial Assemblies, be 
coufcjdtfred as at all involving the question of 
loyalty or disaffection, but as the natural results/ 
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o&HLfcgislafort; »mpasdd 6f sev*w* otdergf of > 
of ^i ipe9S€Bist rap^esehtin^ their powtasjr V0&O0&' 
c6tatitation< has trot! yet become aettldd by {ire* • 
cedmrt^d usage, find to; which* the ptactibe <of 
the Mother Coufitty ts< not always analogous,' > or f 
the a&Afogy* fibfc al\tays cotiolftsive, IP hotreveiv 
in*process of time hereafter, as they increase litf 
wealth and population, the consciodsnessiof^itai 
pertatjee should., asis wont, give rise to fefcfatgs ' 
of *a morfe national description, Great BM*¥#n > 
wilt probably seeit for her interest, to anticij&te •> 
a*£ direct these,* to a separate confederacy a mottg ! ] 
themselves, rather <ihan suffer them "to sWeHuffcel 
ovo^towritEmpire^f their neighbours. GfJfttiP 
present policy of friendly relations with !l tti# v 
United Staicte, there Cannot exist a doubt; rtor l & 
wijsh *ft* their interruption. But the bdW pledge f 
foj?*beir contimwwiGe perhaps, is to hold itt>'Otir : 
bsnds the means of blockading and attack tog ° 
their whole Coaj^t, which is secured by the PoW£ : 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, awd an'fo- 
road. into the heart of Hsheir Country, which yfa 
offered by Lake CJhampiain, and Lower Canada 
and4he fetnnoyanee -Of its rear, by tbe'Upper Ptt^ ' 
i ince, > and Lakes . 3theae Colonies, though they ' 
may havefbeen onei of^the secretf objects, how 
ndrerbeen'the bnly Causes; ; Jof*war with^die- 
Atnbricaris, nor haVe'they f beeiiitei^rtet€W Htett^ 1 
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turned, <Amta$ it# ayotv«d pretexts J[f<ftici&$ 
by fte pme of ft^ir reiioquii baaept, jierptfaial 
MQity eWald be purchased with tba^JnitedState4> 
the . present tpieatibn of Boundary might' itath 
more safety be oaegleeted : but tf the asttatiUteiftf 
rotative strength and security is often the retd 
inducement to hostilities, and if commercial je&f 
tansies, which we not yet removed; and the old 
dispute of neutral rights, which may at any tine 
reiriarej have already furni&hed tye> .pretext ; tbe 
question is never likely to arise,, whether we *sbati 
gO to war for the fake of these Colonies, but 
whether it is better to fight the Americans, \pitfa, 
if we must not say the assistance, ye* a* feaat 
with the opportunities and advantages, wfrioh 
these Provinces afibrd, or without them* 

Of ail the North Ameriean Colopiett, i&s 
youngest; bat the most fortunate in nafaflraL 
advantages, and perhaps tfc& most rapid in ifi- 
crease, is New Brunswick, whose interest am 1 
more immediately oft&@£U*d in jfcfae present*}*^-* 
tiou of the Boundary Line* With the Oalph of 
St Lawrence on 4he one hand, i*nd the Bay of 
Bandy on ttie other, thia Colony possesses a van > 
luable fishery on her own shores,* s»d lie* not far 
from those tf Newfoundland and Labrador. Sts 
coasts are indented with numerous ba^* and 
harbours, and the whole country is intersected 
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mtk Jorge Rivers and Lakes, and numerous 
amaUw -Streams, to soeh a degrefy thatthe#e is, 
it is raid, bo point id the Province eight miles 
distance from navigable water. In fertility of 
soil. it yields to no part of America; the climate 
is severe bat healthy; the lace of the country 
1q¥$1, aod covered with apparently inexhaustible 
Forests of large and lofty timber; beneath, are 
Mites of coal, lime, gypsum, and others, the 
source of some present, and the promise of much 
future, advantage. Forty-three years ago tins 
country was one vast wilderness ; uninhabited,, 
except by a few Jamilits of Acadian French, and 
the thin and wandering tribes of native Savages. 
At present, it contains and supports 80,000 
inhabitants; its exports exceed the value of 
&BQOJMX), which are almost all exchanged for 
British manufactures ; and what is of far move 
importance, give employment to above 200,000 
tons a£ British shipping, and 1 0,000 seamen, 
A progress so rtpid, which has perhaps never 
been surpassed : in America, says much for the 
nutmrai advantages of the Country, theenterprise 
aad'industry o£ the inhabitants, and the value of 
nidi a possession. 

-But there are . politicians, for whom, neither 
ttarrwetfare of these Colonies has> any interest, 
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row the loss any alarm. Who,- forgettmg by 
»«thttt rdeans, or under what circumstances, the 
present porter of their Country has accrued, 
and (preferring to the lessons > of successful 'expe- 
rience, the experiment of theories, which how- 
ever * specious in principle, may prove inappli- 
dable to our condition, or produce unexpected 
results, would persuade us, that these Countries 
are an unprofitable burthen, that our natal supe- 
riority might be preserved without Seamen^ or 
tSeataen supplied without Commerce, or Com - 
Mueree- secured without Colonies:! and have pub- 
lished a defiance to shew what. one: advantage 
the North American Provinces hove .ever- ren- 
dered to the Parent State. And were they so 
utterly useless and burthensome, as, is asserted, 
onei would still perhaps; be rather .inclined* ;in 
this instance, to approve, the example of that 
old English Gentleman, who wishing . to mdace 
the expenditure of his household, whan ohis 
-Steward' presented him separate irate *>f Iriside- 
/pebdants, distinguishing the useful fmn/ftihe 
superfluous^ said, upon reflection, be .would' r^ 
tai&ttam all, \f* Those, fori have need o£/them, 
and ^^, for they have need of 'ma". dBor 
t^eiColonie», *rfe thinks w^w not plaited < and 
.mmttetoed, upon nierely ta taarcantite . /Speou- 
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Nation, bat ar more generous motive, to dft good 
to mankind, 'to replenish! the earth and stibdtte 
it/ and still more, to fulfil that higher obligation 
of' evtery Government, to provide and secure the 
welfare* and happiness of all its subjects, ?«nd to 
'multiply and increase them/ For however 
•ebrly or late may have been the period, and far 
or near the seat, of their emigration, they are 
nevertheless our fellow Subjects, members of the 
same community, and as they have never failed 
in any duty of allegiance, they have not for- 
feited any rights to protection. It may be said, 
indeed, that this cannot apply to the whole popu- 
lation of those Provinces, and it is true ih&t 
their inhabitants are of two descriptions, afad 
that nearly an equal portion are descendants of 
^France. But so covetous were we once of their 
: Territory, that we forcibly separated them from 
tbeir own Country, we adopted them info our 
Common family, and having imparted to tbein 
•the privileges, have ever received from them the 
Ibyaity and n&up pott of British Subjects. How- 
>evtir> agreeable • to our future interest,* it woiddat 
. . least be little consistent with our former polity, 
to cast them off now ; it would refieet no honour 
upon Ae constancy of the Nat km; more esj^e- 
oally as that cannot be done, without betraying 
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also another description of settlers, whom per- 
haps it would be almost a shame to abandon. 
For formerly, when the injustice, or impolicy, of 
the Imperial Government, had excited a rebellion 
in the old Colonies of America, there were cer- 
tain of the Inhabitants, and if inferior m num- 
ber, they comprised a fair proportion of the 
wealth, talent, and character, of the whole, who 
either agreeing with the measures of Adminis- 
tration, or thinking that no oppression, or none 
yet experienced, could justify an insurrection, 
continued firm and zealous in loyalty to their 
Sovereign, and attachment to their Mother 
Country, and exposed themselves to proscrip- 
tion, exile, and death, in her defence ; and when 
the King became unable, or the Kingdom un- 
willing, to protect them in their own Land, with 
a singular spirit of fidelity, as if they had trans- 
ferred to politics, that obstinacy and enthusiasm, ' 
which in religion had led their Forefathers to 
exchange their native soil for a distant wilder- 
ness, again came out and abandoned the seats 
of their birth and hopes; and, as no other 
asylum could be afforded, tfcey Temo ved, ^ifrffli 
desperate hearts, and ruined fortunes, covered ' 
with defeat and insult from their enemies, atid 
regarded too much as a burthen by their friedds; 
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and took refuge in. these Colonies of Nova 
Sfcotia fmd Canada. Such were the Refugees, 
qv American Loyalists ; an unfortunate race of 
men! for the cause, in which they had staked 
all, was unsuccessful ; and they exchanged home 
for exile, the comforts of a cultivated country 
for the inconveniencies of a wild and inclement 
forest, literally beginning, not life alone, but the 
world, anew ; and such has since been the change 
in the opinions of mankind, that the principles, 
to which they offered so rare an example of 
devQtion, have become irrational, or inglorious, 
and their descendants must scarcely know, when in 
England at least, whether to avow their conduct 
as an honour, or excuse it as delusion. And 
yet, so far were they from being ashamed of 
their own fortunq, or envying that of their 
Neighbours, (though they had sometimes seen 
that preference shewn to the new Republic, 
wtych, could loyalty merit commercial advan- 
tages, seemed rather due to our own Colonists), 
that lately when an opportunity was offered for 
repentance, and the Mother Country was almost 
sjnltypgrin the struggle with Europe, and the 
tfoit^d States would gladly have communicated, 
apd proffered, and endeavoured to force on 
them the privileges of Independence, there ap-> 
peared no symptoms of diminished affection, but 
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those who were attacked, armed and fought, and 
all were alike zealous and neady, had, tbey 
proved less able to defend, again to abandon* 
their properties, and a second time seek a» 
asylum in some country, if any oould be found* 
within the protection of Great Britain, or beyoa# 
the reach of the Americans, where the Jatter? 
would cease to covet, and the former to despise 
their possessions. i 

It cannot appear a very gracious, or even a 
very reasonable thing, to complain of the ini 
Qumbrance of such a portion of our subjeetftr 
and demand of them, so soon, an account of ib£ 
expenditure and advantages, they have occa- 
sioned to the Empire. For had the reciprocal 
duties of allegiance and protection been aft 
diligently performed on our part a* on thro* 
they had never been a burthen to the revenue* 
(But to insinuate an opinion of their dipaftepi 
tion, and talk of the probability of their union 
with the American Republic, must appear* to 
them at least, a conjecture of little maaoa, 
or a suspicion tbey have not deserved* If? 
such an account however is now to be j$Br 
dered, it may perhaps be found on. a- fm 
consideration of their means add resountof* 
not so utterly deficient, as is asserted, eiAer 
in political or commercial advantages. jFW 
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&&e thfef certaiftly have rietained* and added ib the 
Bmpire> 1,200;980 Subjects, and 150,000 fighting 
ifien, whfo are 5 posted in that qtiarter, in which 
*fe h&vfe iftost to apprehend, and' stand in most 
ttbedof shpport. They occupy, arid 'preserve to 
ns^ a €5<tonitry, of sueh extent and situation, that 
it is scarcely of more consequence that we sBoiifd 
possess it,' thto that another shbufd not acquire'. 
That an insular, commercial, and manufacturing 
Nation, with a surplus and fast increasing popu- 
lartion, had better remove soirie of tft'e sujfer* 
tftfmerbries try emigration, than suffer them' to 
starve at home, or subsist by critne or* donatives, 
is a positkm which reason must immediately ac- 
knowiedge, and which necessity seems likely { to 
enforce. That it is better to plant the Emigrants 
within o«r Territories, and add to the power and 
wealth df the Common Empire, than dismiss 
them to a foreign State, to be numbered with 
«W8neMieg, appears no less evident. Now we 
<fe mi possess, nor does the world afford, another 
G6o&fcy, so near and inviting as this ; so inviting, 
itfat the voluntary and unassisted emigration 
tttther is alre^iy considerable and successful, 
m*& so near, that the political connexion must 
pitttably > continue longer, and the commercial 
ltstttai be mors profitable arid Immediate; than 

**tl any otfce^Phtntatiori. But there ate other 

p 
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reasons, which render this Possession fcigfrly itjir 
portant, if not indispensably necessary* to th? 
power and commerce of Great Britain. It lies 
between us and the United States, between <i# 
United States and our Fisheries, and either w 
geographical position, or political results, iW 
be found to lie between the United States and 
the West Indies, and we think it not abaw&tp 
add, the United States and Ireland. It U¥&e$ 
the Atlantic a Great Late, for tine domestic 
commerce of the Empire, and by shutting: tip 
tfye farther shore, enables the King to dictate, 
who may sail, and who may fish, and almost, 
who may wash their hands in the seas* a 
hpyghty and extravagant pretension, hut w&eb 
was nearly exercised in the late wars, and wight 
b$ again repeated to-morrow, and as it must .first 
be disputed, and has already been challenged* 
on that side of the water, so it is upon that side 
we should be most careful to sepuye its conti- 
nuance, Newfoundland is too near, and natu- 
rally top dependent upon the other Provinces,, to 
fqllow a different destiny ; and we should find 
some difference perhaps, between giving, thfi 
Americans leavp to take and cure fi*h in those 
waters, and asking it qf them* A , difference 
scarce less essential prigh.t be also felt, in the* 
premium on West India Ships, or the value of 
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West India Estates, in case of war ; and in case 
of peace, how are they, or how are we, to be sup- 
plied with wood and timber? From America 
or the Baltic ? For if from either, who are to 
be the carriers ? In fact, the loss of these Pro- 
vinces could hardly fail to involve, or endanger, 
die loss of the most valuable portion, of all our 
Colonies, and Commerce. 

But, for there are perhaps, to whom thes£ 
advantages may appear of less certainty or im- 
portance, or who are unable to estimate a value, 
which may not be measured by a more unerring 
rule, the use and consequence of these Colonies, 
to our commerce and navigation, may be no less 
demonstrated by figures, and the rigid balance 
of pounds, shillings, and pence. Let it be re- 
membered, howevfer, that " planting Colonies is 
Kite the planting of trees, in which a man incurs 
a certain expense, arid waits long for his return," 
and that these Plantations were principally made 
by persons, whose fortunes were dissipated, and 
industry relaxed, by the long continuance, the 
miserable .conduct, and ruinous termination, of a 
civil war, and who, till within a few years, have 
never received any assistance from British ca- 
pital, (except indeed the short and limited credit 
of the Merchant). And yet, though the average 
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of exports from Great Britain to those Province^, 
upon six years, ending with 1774, preyious tp 
the war, amounted only to the s(?^pty sum 
of £379,411 annually, on; the like , avenge for 
six years after the peace of 1783, they weye 
raised, by the influx of the Loyalist^, to .£829,08$. 
It is worthy of remark, that during this saipe 
period, our exports to the United Statps bad ; db- 
creased from £2,752,036 to £2,333,6#3, (on a 
similar average), a loss of £398,393 annually, 
which however was supplied, and mpre, by tbi& 
increase of £449,677 to the Colonies. . Ip, J799* 
the exports thither amounted : to £l,06%3$fj. 
In 1809, to £1 ,733,667. In 1819, to £1^70^74 
And for the last year, they have reached t^ 
sum of £2,244,245. By a Table annexed,., (am 
the Appendix, No. V:), the increase . of ; #uri 
Commerce with these Provinces will be fluare, 
fairly and accurately set forth. It will be S6eu> 
that our exporta thither, during a period of £%, 
years, ending in 1824, have gained an additi^tf; 
of four hundred and fifty Jive per cent, o yen 
and above their amount in 1774. With regard 
to the imports from them, it is enough to /cn^tfi 
that all these exports are finally paid lor, ,&qfl 
though the balance against them must of|e» ha^e* 
been, and still be, in arrear, yet in no quarter 
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of the world are the debts so secure, and the 
losses, of the British Merchant, so rare and in* 
Considerable. 

But it is far less for the advantages of Com* 
merce, than of Navigation, that Colonies are 
planted, and their improvement valued, and it 
is chiefly by considering what the possession of 
these Provinces has added to the mercantile 
Navy and Seamen, that is, to the real strength 
and vital interests of the Empire, that their im- 
portance can be duly understood. For from the 
year 1772 to the year of 1789, (upon an average 
and medium of the vessels cleared and entered 
for the three preceding years), the tonnage em- 
ployed between them and Great Britain, is found 
to have advanced from 11,219 tons to 46,106, 
being an increase of 34,887 tons annually, and 
which more than repaired the decrease, that had 
reduced our annual tonnage to the United States, 
during the same period, from 86,745 tons to 
59,595. In 1818, the amount of British ton* 
riage in this trade, cm an average of the five 
preceding years, had further advanced to 
1 79^81 7. And for the seven years since, 
ending with 1825, it has amounted to the average 
of 840,776 tons annually, and the number of 
Sfcfcmen employed has been more than 1 5^000 
men. And for the year 1825, the vessels 
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cjeared thither amounted to 41 1,332 tons, about 
one-fourth of our whole foreign tonnage exclu- 
sive of vessels to Ireland. By a Table in the 
Appendix, (No. VI.), this increase is more 
particularly stated. 

Such has been the use, and so rapid the ip- 
erease of these possessions, that they need, not 
shun comparison, in commerce or navigation, 
either with any other portion, or with the col- 
lective improvement, of the whole Empire ; f»d 
not even the United States, loudly vaunted, and 
justly dreaded, as their wonderful advance has 
been, have added more to their intercourse with 
Great Britain or with the World. For, in the year 
1774, the exports from Great Britain to the United 
States bore the proportion of 14 per cent, of 
those to all other Countries. The exports to the 
West Indies, which are justly valued as tjie 
richest possession of the Grown, were at that time 
71 per cent. And the exports to those Colonies 
were but 2 per cent. In 1824, upon an average 
of the ten preceding years, the whole amount of 
our exports was 23$ per cent, more than it was 
in 74. The exports to the United States, on the 
same average, have increased 245 per cent., 
and are now a 14* per cent of the whole. The 
exports to the West Indies have increased 300 
per cent, and are now a 91 per cent, of the 
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whole. And the exports to these Colonies, on 
the same average, have increased 455 per cent., 
and are now 3| per cent, of the whole. With 
reference therefore to our whole exports, the 
comparative increase of the proportion, which 
these several Countries now receive, above the 
proportion received in 1772, may be measured 
respectively by the following figures, viz. 4 for 
the United States, 1 1 for the West Indies, and 
12 lor the Colonies. And with reference to the 
amount received, the comparative increase in 
1824 above 1772, is respectively as, 49 for the 
United States, 60 for the West Indies, and 91 
for the Colonies. In 1772, the proportion of 
British Shipping employed between Great Bri- 
tain and the now United States was 7*v per 
cent, of our whole tonnage cleared annually. 
The proportion to the West Indies was 9 per 
cent. : afod that to these Colonies 14* per cent. 
Itt the year 1824, (on an average of 10 years), 
the tomlage of the whole Shipping cleared is 
fotitid to have increased 167 per cent, above the 
amount cleared in 1772. That employed to the 
United States has decreased 5t?t per cent., and 
iV How 2& per cent of the whole. That to the 
West Indies has increased 189 per cent., and 
it now 9h per cent, of the? whole. And the ton- 
likge to the Colonies has increased 2370 per cent., 
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and dow forms , 12^ par omU of the wbok? faimgm •■ 
navigation of Great Britain, in^tfding tbs vea- 
sels cleared for Ireland. >As~ Jar .therefore; 
as our Navigation is ^onqerned,, the advantage * 
now derived to us from the United States wflk 
the North American Colonies respectively, ooi»r: 
pared with that of the year 1772, may be repre* 
s^nted by the following quantities,- <5.& ite 
the former, and + 11.1, for ih$ JaJtter* and; * the. 
difference in favour of the Colonies, is, + .1&0* 
that is, as nearly one-sixth of pur .whole foreign 
tonnage is to 0. ,, « ; ? 

Before comparing the whole commerce ami 
navigation of these Colonies, with. those of the. 
United States, to all parts of the world* it 
should be remembered, that the latter, by; their 
separation from us, had the. good fortune toi 
relieve themselves from all the restraints of dec 
peodence, and still to retain most of its advann 
tages, nor were the territorial concessions* t^eyi 
obtained of us, more important to their jaoe 
crease, or more strangely deserved, than* their 
commercial privileges. For at the same/ time* 
that they gained a free intercourse with tfapei 
whole World, their ships continued to.enjoyvini 
our harbours the rights and immunities of Bri- 
tish bottoms; they continued to trade With our 
Colonies, to fish in our waters ; and ewn thd 
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protecting* duties, 'to encourage their produce, 
were a \ long tifttt preserved. Add to this, that 
the war, whieh soon aftei* embroiled all Europe, 
tht«w into their hands the carrying trade of 
almost the' whole Continent, which they used 
justly to compare to a vicious cow, which we 
held, by the horns for them to milk. The Colo- 
irieis, 6n the other hand, have felt their want of 
c&pit&l, and other the natural difficulties of their 
s&u&tion, increased, both by the restraints upon 
themselves, and the preference shewn to others. 
Unknown, or unencouraged, they seem for a long 
time to have been regarded as a desperate 
gamester, who has thrown away vast sums 
Withbut fortune, or without judgment, despises 
the little that remains. The laws of navigation 
indeed, as the fundamental rule of the Empire, 
the source* of all its power and prosperity, are 
never to be mentioned with complaint, because 
they bear hard upon any particular branch ; but 
this there was unfortunate in the situation of 
these Colonies, that wherever those laws were 
rigidly enforced, they suffered much inconve- 
nience and vexation, and wherever they might 
have expected some advantage, those laws were 
easily relaxed. For years the Colonies were 
unable to contend with the admission of the 
United States into the West India Islands, to 
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which, and to the Mother Country, their trade 
was almost entirely restricted : and it was not 
till 1809, (before which period the importation 
of their Timber was but limited and unpro- 
tected), that the closing of the Baltic, and the 
hostility of the North, compelled us to turn at 
length upon our own resources, and cut down 
bur forests in ? America. Between these ob- 
structions on the one side, and advantages dn 
the other, it is not a little surprising that neither 
the commerce nor the navigation, of this portion 
of our dominions, are in comparative improve- 
ment, one step behind the rapid advancement of 
the United States. Their exports to the whole 
world have increased, between the years 1669 
and 1825, from £2,852,441 to £22,395,463, 
and the whole amount of tonnagfe employed 
thereby, from 351,664 to about 1,114,000 tons, 
an addition of 685 per cent, in the former, and 
in the latter of 216. While from these Pro- 
vinces, the exports, during that time, have risen 
from £225,878 to about £3,150,057, and the 
navigation employed thereby from 25,410 to 
about 689,872, an addition respectively of 1280 
per cent, and 2610 per cent. How, arid frflm 
what sources, this estimate is formed, will be 
seen by a Table, (No. VII.), in the Appendix. 
With regard to the civil and Military 
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expenses of these possessions, taken at their 
largest estimate, at 4?50O,OOO per annum, that 
can hardly, y?e think, be considered equal to 
^yefl the commercial advantages received. For 
if they supply employment to the amount pf 
^3,000,000 annually, (perhaps the real value of 
qur exports thither the last year), to the »topk and 
industry. of the Merchant and Manufacturer, a^d 
<£l,0QO,Q0Q ippre (the probable amount . of 
freights) to the Shipowner and Seaman, (to gay 
nothing of the revenue of *£300,0Q0, the amount 
in 1825, we believe* of the duties upon timber), 
it wQuld.be difficult to point out another way, by 
wbiqh this 4?5QQ,QQO could be made more pro* 
dilative, or ahew what item of our whole appro* 
priatic* yields a better return. ,For it cannot be 
s^id that equal benefits would have resulted 
from th$ same, or some other quarter, had we 
a,band#ue4 these Colonies, or shewn them less 
p?qfei;enc?. Qji the contrary, had they been 
ce^pd to the United States, it is far more pro- 
batyp that pur intercourse with them would 
haya increased only in the same ratio as it has 
, with that Rfepublic, and instead of our exports 
thfther, being 455 per cent, greater than in 
J774* they wpiild be only 245, and our tonnage 
ttyjh$r A instead of increasing 2370 per cent., 
W.ayJdLhave diminished more than 5, and amount 
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now to 10,658 instead of 41 1,382 tons, and the 
difference have been added to a Foreign Power; 
And although exports to the same amount might 
have been made to the Baltic, and Timber 
thence procured at a cheaper rate, (except in- 
deed the intercourse with those j Powers had 
been restricted by monopoly and combination,' 
as in 1703, or interrupted by war, as in 1809>)y 
yet had such a trade been far less profitable^ 
For there are three great advantages in the 
Gtilonial above the Baltic Trade. 1st. The 
former is domestic instead of foreign, and con- 
aequentiy of twice the value of the lattetv>a* 
the; profit by the exchange, on both sides,* is aJ| 
within the. Dominions, and by the stock andindus-* 
try, and added to the common wealth, of oar ovm 
Empire. 2nd. It is direct instead « of cirooitoa^; 
Not that timber may not be brought from the 
Baltic in half the time required from Amerka^ 
but to pay for that timber, or the greater pari 
of.it, we. have - first . to carry o^^ manufactory 
beyond the sea, and bring back some foreign of* 
Qplpnial article, - and principally indeed gokl-aridi 
sftvw, and ship that to the Norfhpm Meufchante 
To these possessions, on the other hand, fteatty' 
all our exports are the immediate production bf 
our : own * industry: The Golonial Trade, there^ 4 
jfore y in reality yields a quicker rfetarfc. Sr&'M 
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is carried on itt British; instead of foreign 
bottoms. By which we not only save the freight, 
buimost essentially promote an object, which it 
has ever' been the undoubted interest of tbd 
Nation to keep principally in view* the support 
of Our Seamten and' Navy. And if these advan- 
tages should still appear unequal to the object 
tie*, so strong to a superficial observer, that 
Timber is. dearer by the present system, it must 
yet be a consolation to know, that the difference 
is ( flot only divided among ourselves, but as Hid 
prime* oost js< about ithe same, is nearly all given 
as a bounty to the most useful branches of our 
productive ioadufetry^ the Shipping and Mantf 
fa&fcuring interests, or applied to the necessities 
eif Government, and substituted for so much 
taxation.* But without the competition of oow? 
Colonies, are we sure we should obtain Baltic 
Timber on the present favourable terras ? Great 
Britain has long been, and for ever must bey 
dependent upon other Countries for Naval 
Stoves and wood.: The Coasts of the Baltic 
possess, and formerly alone afforded, a near and 
abundant supply of both. Why did w;e ever 
derive either by a long voyage to America f 
The Co^ts of the Baltic unfortunately arennbfc 
oar Colonies. . Their; Merchants combined i» 
1703 to raise- the price of the former* sand to 
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monopolize its transport, and we were driven to 
give bounties on its importation from our Co* 
lonies. In 1807, their Governments combined 
to exclude ns from the latter also, and we began 
to enquire with some anxiety whether there wafc 
any other quarter of the world from which #e 
might be supplied ; and what had then been out 
situation, if on turning to America, we had 
found its Northern Provinces in the hands of ft 
Power, which was about to pass acts of *Btri- 
bargo, Non-intercourse, and War ? 'That 
which has already happened, may again be 
repeated. 

If to these commercial benefit*, already sd 
considerable, and capable of such foture increase; 
be added the political results derived to >our 
power, from our possession of •. this Country; 
and the dangers to be apprehended from its 
possession by another, it can hardly appear too 1 
dearly purchased at the price qf its establish* 
meats; especially to a Nation, which is *o6 ' 
conscious, that her influence in > the World & ' 
beyond, the proportion of ber territory or popfe* • 
putation in Europe, to confine her vi€tar»*ta a 
single Kingdom, 1 or to one Hemisphere; wMdfc 
has not garrisoned for so many years t!te ; Rock 
of Gibraltar, nor maintained her Fe*ts to Africa;* < 
nor conquered or planted many other posts ot» * 
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Islands, for the immediate return of their trade 
or revenue ; nor refused to the subjects of her 
very Capital the necessary fuel of life, unless 
brought by sea from a distant port, because the 
Goals of Newcastle are cheaper than any eke- 
where; but which, having established an. En** 
pire, on whose dominions the sun never seta, 
and whose equal he has never seen, has judged 
no expenses heavy, which were necessary to 
secure its general prosperity, no prosperity se- 
cure without a superior Navy, and no Navy 
superior without Colonies and Commerce. 

Inconsiderable however as this sum appears 
upon such, a comparison, it may yet be well to 
examine, whether all of it could probably be 
saved to the revenue by the proposed abandon- 
ment. The expanses of the Civil Government 
of these Provinces, as much as are borne by the 
Mather Country, amount only to about £45,000. 
All the. rest is incurred by the Military estab- 
lishments, which are not required to secure - the 
ohedieaea*)f the Inhabitants, tor that is. most 
vdwtary . and devoted, but for the safety also of 
other possessions* the fear of neighbouring rivals, 
and the general interests of the. Empire. Were 
those withdrawn, must not the garrisons, in other, 
places be augwrated* in Bermuda, and the West 
Indies? Or would our fears diminish with the 
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increase of our eftemie&, w • o«u"<forc$& be in- 
setted wife thef Increase of offir 'fears, or any 'sav- 
ing gained in the health or cost of our forces* by 
this change of station ? Two hundred < mw 
would possibly cease to be a- sufficient protec- 
tion for Newfoundland ; nor would pgfh&p* the 
uneasiness felt for Ireland be any thing allayed, 
for the intimidating supposition, lately suggested 
fcy a Catholic Barrister, of an At&erican Fleet in 
; the Irish Channel, may not prove eventually to 
have been so very remote, as the ©aafcdiy ftnis 
hoped, himself imagined. Were the' o^bstadtes 
en that side of the water rebioved, the Ameri- 
cans know the way over to this, t and . they vtovkd 
soon learn how to throw 1 00^000 muBquetfc iafto 
Ireland, which they have already learned how to 
make ; and were it the expedition of mad men, 
and fools, they could bring 10,000 United Irish- 
men with them, who are both one* and the otb&\ 
It must be better, one would think, that these 
men and arms should be sent, without return, to 
Canada, and the United States exhanrt fth&r 
tiieans in imbecile attempts to invader cototty, 
which they never can conquer/ mm thstatf TOgr, 
or, as it will, or should bey in the next, inhpto- 
tecting their \ot*g and defenceless coastsy of'dfee 
Ailantioi in fiwit, and the Lake* m.j&eir^Tecff, 
(neither of which could be ehdaiigered ^vi^olit 
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our <*oupatWna£tl*ie Territory,) wather tba* tp 
remove evepy, 4omestic annoyance, and k»w 
Afeejr . undivided attention and .resources to bp 
applied. tp>. their inaritimefowe, ancl ftp attaffV 
<>£mofe valuable, t or mote valued, posappsipfflg. 
' If jpdwd &e,power and cfla$eq#encq of a 
Natitw does qptf depend upon the extent of }tp 
dowpieasand nurftber of inhabitants, but fftp 
•ieas we possess. and expend abroad, the nctjpp- 
andii serum we core at home; if the cheapest 
-aitokeA be an object of such paramount imparl 
mxfr* $& political tecbnomy, as to exclude thedwh 
it«K^ns) of subject and alien, friend and, enemy, 
Jeoarity and dependences and trade with foreign- 
ers ;be; as permanent or profitable as domestic 
commerce within ourselves; we might by thp 
ttmei naastas give up the beautiful and fartfc 
<bl«bds»x>f the West Indies, to the Abolitionists, 
*£ jHeatfen so please, for an experiment upon 
>&fgro ittdiuAry and intellect (since there a?*, 
•wba m&se to be .satisfied with the experiment 
ttbitt km i been making since the flood upon.tije 
wtafc Cku&nent of Africa,) we might seY^r fte- 
/]*jKMi$K>G**eat Britain, or §oot|and, from J2pg~ 
<land>t or jesolve England; again into ,an H#ptar- 
,&y^ and .would mankind remain <ai p»acs, r#«d 
«&ey^tkfe dictate* of fight jreasoa* all parts p*r- 
mIm^s. would tofctonefited,: and ;..wia might Jttftiy 
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contract our Empire, Or even dbsoftfe it: but aa 
force has unhappily been found the best or only 
means of securing, either the ends of justice, or 
the advantaged of amity and commerce, the same 
reason that induced men to form societies, must 
suggest and compel their enlargement, and the 
greater the proportion of . the • earth included 
under one good government, the stronger, the 
richer, and happier, must that nation* be. The 
increase of production in the Mother Country 
has of late so tar surpassed thfr increase of con- 
sumption, that the grand object of her ceeononry 
is now, to multiply her custodiers^ and open new 
markets. No class of consumers, it is allowed, 
is so safe, so constant, and profitable, as we are 
to ourselves; and if there are causes at home! 
which retard or limit their multiplication, in the 
Cdlonies nothing, but our own negligence, can 
oppose their rapid and almost infinite increase. 
Had a tithe, had an hundredth part, of the > 
capital lately sunk, in abortive themes, ima- 
ginary mines, and' irrecoverable loans, beet* 
diverted to the planting and encouraging* these 
possessions, to open Canals far example, , be* 
tween the Bay of Pundy and theGulph of At 
Lawrence, the Bay of Fnndy and the Atlmitie^t 
IMifkx, Lake Eri^and Ontario, LukeQnteri*m&i 
the St. Lawrence, the St. LaafrEtaee afcd JUekfto 
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permanent to the Empire, and the profit satis- 
factory to the adventurers. So inviting ere 
these undertakings, that the capitalists in the 
United States have long been anxious, and . have 
crifered, to perform them, but from a laudable 
feeling of pride and jealousy, the Colonists have 
preferred waiting, till they could get assistance 
fiota the Mother Country, or till, and the time is 
not distent, > they could effect it of themselves* 
Indeed some of these enterprises are already in 
operation, and the rest about to be begun. 

> To pursue further the resources and pros- 
pects of the British Empire in America, would 
be long and inapplicable to the present purpose. 
Si *ia >already- seen that the Colonies, which remtin 
to'USj are now of more valae to our commerce 
and navigatkm, than were fell the Provinces of 
the United States together in 1774, though these 
thin contained twice the number of inhabitants, 
and^ though they have met no obstacle to their 
iaqpftivement, except the war of their own 
cbooringydur colonists have gained rapidly upon 
theto in <^mp6trative increase; • 

'It Would perhaps be difficult to mention, ot 
almost to iftiaginfe, a countfyV the result of whose 
iikktelry and totomeroe fertrid affixd Jamqr* 
utimfegfed satt^ujtion, bt oitee faMhe phijas9<- 

o 2 
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pher, the statesman^, and. eeconomisL TVee^ 
which bear no t fruit, which contribute nothing to 
our support, < which even cumber the ground* 
are cut down, to make room for population and 
subsistence j and are sent and exchanged, : in 
this great mart of the comforts and conveniences 
of life, for commodities which there could b$ 
neither made nor spared; the tillage and pasture 
which succeed, supply exports of higher value, 
and more general demand; the barrenness of 
rivers and the sea is made to yield .the luxuries of 
either hemisphere ; and the very stones ace turned 
to bread. To all concerned, the advantages 
seem surprisingly great, and. , mutual. On. &e 
one hand, articles, whkh have, received tbeJa$t 
labour of human art, are . purchased by tbiftgp 
useless or even burthensome ; on the other, . tjje 
superfluities of production are given fq? the t ne- 
cessary materials of future industry ; the bijlk <flf 
.which is the most dispropprtipu^d to iratafe pud 
value the least derived from manufacture ;.t^hjl£ 
4he nature of the voyage, and the si^wd quan- 
tity, ojf ships, for tfee tr^ns^pprt, *r5<su<;h, jtbat>if 
they bring but a qmall addition tg oar wealth, 
they contribute largely to the ee^rity.pf. all; we 
hare* . In, the .meantime, the > Ace of p,y$$t#QU&- 

4^^^ai^,feQ^.aTjaW ^if3qrt-%«||(%^ 
&9< fair imflrq^mepts : pf culture ftad hp.bitatiQgL } 
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vfflages and towns spring up ; the poor emigrant 
te received with welcome' and* a ready engage- 
ment; add with the increase of capital and 
trambetay 1 new 1 resources are discovered, or the 
did Aaore available. Add to this, that they thus 
supply employment of J4,000 > 000 annually to the 
pro(k^tive industry^, and something bfesid^s to 
the revenue, of Great Britain ; and add also the 
ptfttSent advantages of the territory they occupy, 
and Its future prospects, in commercial and poM* 
ticul' importance, and perhaps the inhabitants of 
no tioWitry have less reason to be reproached 
With what 1 they have clone for themselves and the 
ttttpire, for posterity and mankind. AH tif which; 
it taay • be affirmed, « had been lost to us; and 
wtfrse, added to.otir rivals, had the Colonists 
been 'a little less faithful to the Mother Country, 1 
cither Mother Country a little more indifferent 

t&tlte r Colonists.' 1 ' 1 

a fYotri these ftcts and { arguments, the condu-* 
il&A to fcte drac#*i^ fioty We trust, (in the words 
tf x foe % Etimbure}h Review, 'No. H6.) "Ifcattt 
« *had beettbetterfbr Oreat Britain ted Canada, 
rti N6va Sibtia, 1 ^. continued to this hou* : intftfe 
"'pb&srd&sibn of thair aboriginal savages.'* Ah 
&&&tibh whifehf 'discOvters perhaps no great be- 
tfevWetfce tot fefelttg, ifacdutacy of judgment 6* 
cfotffiation. '•■ 6ri 'tiifc* totttfafy, soinetHing^iHs 
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hoped, may < be coHocted i to jastify, mr csoiifley 
the position hazardeddiv our commencement* that 

(Zroatf Britain still possessed tkt most valuable 
portion of North America, * and • does not know 
it. Giy whatever it may be, that value at least 
must be greatly impaired by the compnowse of 
the present ^stion of Boundary, and qvea i^ 
possession eventually lost. Bh«t from wtafcJiP- 
quaintanee with the cpuntry, what circuiastaflee 
ui it? srtpqftiop apd history, what«ode pf reqsop- 
iag from the past; or conjecturing far -fte tfctftrtf, 
ft is asserted, that these colonies mat** nagge in 
the American Republic, and ^That there is nt>t 
a man of sense x iri the empire; who does not look 
forward to the dissolution, at no distant period, 
qf their connexion m$k -£n$lmd">±-hf& not. 
been disclosed, and, notwithstanding the peojdty 
prefixed, we confess oursetaes unable to divine. 
According to the view here taken, tbei antkiipa- 
ttabmust appear mprofcjabie^ !the r^flaotipn an- 
jbpiited. So improbable, and a?, unmerited/ that 
tfoftngy > we think, bat the pdoptiofc of $heV4en~ 
$fflfe&f* and measures of such o&copomist$> by 
gttrernjnetit, Or the public^ could pe;rbap(?>bjing 
|t /about A^ertjpns like these are there- read 
witfagfleat pain apd>ineasiaess > said can prpdace no 
gpdp4 «#kot> among a dass of our feiiow-subjects, 
whon^ jf it be not ow interest to conciliate/ it 
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were wantonness to estrange, ami uagebtflwtato 
insult* And if such were ever to become the 
words and feelings, not indeed of the' Govern- 
ment, nor let us a moment suppose that disposi- 
tion to exist with them, but of the Public, or 
any considerable Party, and the opinion: of *»r 
Colonistfe thence could reach us in reply* ^t 
would feet expressed, we may believe, hi some 
$ufeh sentiments as these. > 

'We are not ..conscious; of .any ttriftg id the 
€ character, either of this Country? to make that 
' erent so indifferent, . or ef its Inhabitants, *to 
'make it probable* To commend one or the 
« otter to your notice, wight appear an oyer esti- 
€ mate of ourselves, : If indeed yoM ,cah see up- 
'thing in th$ present or future advantages of 
t these Colonies, thf&t may be useful to your 
lpowert oi commerce,; if you would add> to* the 

< ctesertion of our Red Brethren^ another e&- 
^ample of the folly, and danger, of supporting 
^ the cause, or trusting to the protection of Great 
'Britain, you ane certainty at liberty to abandon 
* ttap ©opntry j jfiut, : for if beggars, we' are -not 
'4^n*itts, or cemict only of Treason, *fhich 
' was iioyalty to you, and beggared by itscon- 

< sequences,, you am: not at. liberty to sell or 
f j©ede, us to toe United States, .nor was it uppn 
'steob hopes cn^sooditionsrtbat yQ* tod* swivtfe 
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•*Atewed %m, Mth<to We- ^fiH e\i<fekfotfr 
€ tf&ther to confederate; and set up ; for ourselves, 
<i *itt} perhaps by unanimity and resolution/ ttiay 
'obtain froln fortune, or the justice of • otor 
'neighbours, what we sought in yarn tmder*yotir 

* protection. Only leave us at once, befortrydtir 

< indifference has betrayed our natural defence^, 
'jjbqt our ) children shall' have imbibed those prm~ 
' ciples, which brought our fathers into ^tfife. 
*j Yet think us not so insensible to the name afcd 
taefom&agosl of British Subjects, asto desii^so 

< >desperate an alternative. Let us rather advise 

< and intreat you, for our own sakes, and for 
'♦iy®rars, not to harbour such an mtentibn, nor 
* '.as* math language. Yotai are' sh riek, so g*eat, 
^ and, so distant, that perhaps you estimate' tte 

4 'lesser members of the Empire below their rebl 

* taxrth-. Formerly the feet' ami hands- accused 
*Ake body, but in these days the body wotild 
1 appear to be complaining of the feet and hands, 
f Y<6t the blood, or treasure, supplied to them, 
'^flows' bade to yofci by other channel^ irttijfejo- 
' rating all by circulation : thefe is<ncrpaort pttr- 

5 haps that adds not som^tbing^ to the strength 

* £nd welfere of- the whole : and if we seem to 
*contribate little hi our present infancy, more 

* way i W l eipeeted of v& toereafifer. ¥ou<UMl4 
wfcaMhe IMtcd States are detognrti tfate 
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'^gijte ofcthe tyrtat lake, Qr what might b^afortle* 

' t&rt.by youurselvQs. Believe ,us> there **'«*-> 

€ thi$g ,in the one to. despise, nor.in^he other - to > 

'.fiGgteqt. It is in vain that you. multiply* at' 

'♦ Juvne, . pf oduction, beypud consumption, t or pa-» 

',pulaticm beyond subsistence :: either Requisite* 

'jmy be, supplied by us* Here you havenfaad* 

'ftat >va»ts labourers; there labourer* tbfcfr 

€ yfi^4 la^d. Unless . you ean add : tfr the exteafr 

'■ p£ yo^r dptfijiions there, or have some; after 

< msttttins for: making corn, ttanaptaat acme* of 

'. & PWflSUfjp^is ^habitants, . find with the© *ome 

^of xftyr suvplu^. QftpitaJ* to this vaat and, fertile 

'jjQouatpy, Mffd jre : together • will weave, such/ a 

' If9fi4 gronfld the North States pf. America* as 

\ sbajl at. least .prevent their rising up, the mo-» 

\ i9enty#u,b#gin.a wpr in Europe, to demand 

^th^<M?m^^rqe of yaur enemies, or attack your 

town* • By this time, you ought to be too w»U 

^^pquaint^d with the character of that People 

'rfcjft&pect ffapm them, either neutrality in war,* 

'^ WWWlfe *P FWGe. Do not flatter, jjqflr* 

f.js^v$& n wit}i the^ idle hope* that the. nevy ;Jfce* 

f pttfefow of South Ajuwica, so feeble, so distant; 

fr and > divided* are to balance the power oC. the 

S United States in this. Hemisphere ; or. thatithe 

^population of Russia unequal to tta fqceats 

idt-Am and Europe is; to ^verflpjwy aad/pspt 
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' theft front the Pacifcic^ to* j*t that aay dis- 

< union among themselves oai tern* taake the 
'people less enterprising, or their government 
'more inefficient. The competition and contest 
tf that is to be tried with them, there is do Power 
' on earth thai will do for you baft yourselves, no 
' place for the struggle but this. Nor will this 
'long remain to you, if the possession is thus 
€ to be stolen of your defensible frontiers, arid 
''you will continue to negotiate with the Ame- 

< fife&tiSj as though their friendship were certain, 

< or their enmity harmless; For beware lest 

* ydu think it more difficult to stop the course 6f 
Mhe St. John's, or turn the St. Lawrence fitotai 
«the Ocean, than to prevent the American 
^People from driving us before them into the 
' Sea, and shutting you out from the land, when 
' they once establish themselves da thea^Rrrers, 
♦in that Tract and Position they now claims add 

< attempt. * If you can find in our connexion, 

* the inducement of any interest, or the ebKga- 

* tiori of any duty, we conjure you: not to neglect 
' this 1 question. Do not suffer a Boundary to 

* be -recorded in the Mop, whose very* figure 
' will beoomje a testimony <of reproach to »fou 
ft with posterity. Do not safer it to beiedid, 
*thafc the America** here treat the King's 
f €c4omats and Authority, as they dare not 
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treat their own Squatters.* For, finally , though 
it should not >be necessary to repeat; what you 
youtwrtves must- already as well know, yet- we 
are afraidyM the concerns of so great an Em- 
ptor >lest our* may. be forgotten let' us once 
mora warn youy that we, who acknowledge the 
same* allegiance, the dame interests with your- 
selves, am<tamt by a People, the moat for- 
midable of your rivals, the most implacable of 
your enemies, and are in danger of being be- 
trayed by you, as though you were not at the 
same time selling yourselves. The territorial 
and commercial concessions already made to 
the United States, at our expense, have been 
such, that these are now perhaps the last that 
remain for them to demand. Do not suffer 
them to persuade you, and do not persuade 
yourselves, that it is merely a Tract of 10,000 
square miles, of vacant forest, and 1 500 im- 
portunate Colonists only, that are at stake ; it 
is the connexion of your Provinces with each 
other, of the Ganadas with the Sea, of the 
Oanadas with Great Britain, that you are 
asked to concede ; you are negotiating for your 
last* possessions in America, for the superiority, 
for the very presence, ^of your Navy on its 
Coasts j in short, though you will not believe 
it r for the whole Colonies, and Commerce, and 
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'Fisheries, of the Western World. Or if we 
' are mistaken in these consequences, there is 
' one at least in which we cannot be deceived, 
'and which, though perhaps the least impor- 
tant to you, may be by no means the, least 
' painful to us ; It is from your conduct in the 
' present question that- we are to learn w 
€ fiiture how to accommodate our own. 9 
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Peace, in which the following passage, at page 180, 
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(No. IH.) 

The joint Address of the Council and House of Assem* 
bly of New Brunswick respecting the Boundary be* 
tween that Province and the United States. 



" To THE KiNG's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 



*f 



The joint Address of your Majesty's Council and 
House of Assembly, of the Province of New Bruns- 
wick, in General Assembly, 



u 



Most humbly sheweth, 

"That the Council and House of Assembly view with 
great surprise and concern the recent attempts made by 
the Governments of Massachusetts and Maine to disturb 
the possession of your Majesty, and the jurisdiction of 
this Province, in a Tract of Country on the Saint John 
and Madawaska Rivers. 

" They beg leave humbly to represent to your Ma- 
jesty that the Inhabitants of this Tract of Country, so 
far as it is settled, are, with the exception of a few Per- 
sons, who have lately become Settlers, French Ac&dians, 
and their descendants, the first of whom removed thi- 
ther from the lower parts of the Country, soon after the 
Treaty of 1783, and the immediately subsequent erec- 
tion of this Province, under the full faith that they 
were planting themselves upon British Territory. That > 
grants of their lands were at the beginning of the set- 
tlement made to the Settlers under the Great Seal of 
this Province. That Militia Companies were organized 
in this settlement by General Carleton, the first 
Governor of this Province, at so early a period as the 
year 1786. That Magistrates and Parish Officers have 
been from time to time appointed there under the laws 
and Institutions of this Province, and the process of 
your Majesty's Courts in this Province has uniformly 
xun thither. That the Inhabitants vote at elections for 
the County of York in this Province, and that all the 
powers of sovereignty and jurisdiction have in fa<Jt been 
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(No. III.) 

The joint Address of the Council and House of Assem- 
bly of New Brunswick respecting the Boundary be- 
tween that Province and the United States. 

" To THE KiNG's MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 

" The joint Address of your Majesty's Council and 
House of Assembly, of the Province of New Bruns- 
wick, in General Assembly, 






Most humbly sheweth, 

That the Council and House of Assembly view with 
great surprise and concern the recent attempts made by 
the Governments of Massachusetts and Maine to disturb 
the possession of your Majesty, and the jurisdiction of 
this Province, in a Tract of Country on the Saint John 
and Madawaska Rivers. 

•' They beg leave humbly to represent to your Ma- 
jesty that the Inhabitants of this Tract of Country, so 
far as it is settled, are, with the exception of a few PeN 
sons, who have lately become Settlers, French Ac&dians, 
and their descendants, the first of whom removed thi- 
ther from the lower parts of the Country, soon after the 
Treaty of 1783, ana the immediately subsequent Erec- 
tion of this Province, under the full faith that they 
were planting themselves upon British Territory. That - 
grants of their lands were at the beginning of the set- 
tlement made to the Settlers under the Great Seal of 
this Province. That Militia Companies were organized 
in this settlement by General Carleton, the first 
Governor of this Province, at so early a period as the 
year 1786. That Magistrates and Parish Officers have 
been from time to time appointed there under the laws 
and Institutions of this Province, and the process of 
your Majesty's Courts in this Province has uniformly 
xun thither. That the Inhabitants vote at elections for 
the County of York in this Province, and that all the 
powers of sovereignty and jurisdiction have in fadt been 
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"exercised by tliq constituted authorities of . this rroyjnqe, 
throughout the whole of this Tract of 'fcpuntry fyfllejr- 
ing on the Saint John and Madawas\^Kiyer^ !( iu tBp 
same manner as in any other part of the Province, witl^- 
qut auestion or disturbance quite up ,tQ. the peripfivfif 
,the Treaty of Ghent in the year 1814. and irpin,, tl^nce 
until the recent, attempts at interference^ w^ich jt'4& the 
present object of the Council and House of A^ejnjjply 
to represent to your Majesty. . , ^ ,' ..V 0/ 

'*' It is well known that this Tract or Country is, in- 
cluded in a claim to a much larger extent fliade by ify e 
Government of the United States,' before the,'C6jij- 
mtssion that was established under the fifth article ^f 
the Treaty of Ghent, for settling Che Boundary in £hjs 
quarter, and was also claimed on the, part of you* Ma- 
jesty, before the same Commission, as belonging to yp^r 
MMesty. It would be out of place on the present oc- 
casion to enter upon the grounds upon which 'the dlaiin 
on the part of your Majesty may be supported, but- as 
In spme official documents which have emantfte^Troni 
the Governments of Maine and Massachusetts, it seems 
to be held out that your Majesty is claiming a part of 
the Territory of those States, to the cession of which 
their consent must be obtained, it is' proper to remark 
that the question of right between the two Governmeots 
must be determined by the Provisions of the Treaty bf 
1783, which prescribes the line of demarcation^ and 
that if what your Majesty claims as your just and un- 
' doubted right according to the true construction of that 
Treaty be finally confirmed, the Tract of Country how 
in auestion does not and never did de jure form.a part 
of Massachusetts or of Maine, as de facto it is not and 
hever has been in the possession or under the jurisdifc- 
tion of either of those States. : , 

" The Council and House of Assembly conceive, that 
upon every principle of Justice, and from a due regard 
to the friendly understanding happily subsisting" i>e- 
tween th6 two Countries, the possession and.qctuat'lgx- 
'terctee of jurisdiction, which existed at the. t^mejof 
faking the Treaty of fcrhent, the instrument which ppor 
Vided tor a; decision of any conflicting claiinp between 
the 'two nations in this qiiafter', should have remained 
' tacred &nd' invifclateanfol tftat tfefcteidn may takfc pi&cd. 
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The Government of this Province has done no pore than 
to exercise the ordinary powers of Sovereignty and 

i'urisdiction, to which it succeeded on the first erec- 
ion of the Province in the year 1784, and to which it 
has ever since been accustomed, and it was in this 
ordinary exercise of those powers that the Licences to 
cut Pine Timber, which have been so much complained 
of by the Governments of Maine and Massachusetts 
were issued — upon these complaints being conveyed to 
your Majesty by the General Government of the United 
States, your Majesty's Government, with that spirit of 
Conciliation towards the United States which it baa 
uniformly exhibited, directed the Government of this 
Province to abstain from granting Licences to cut Tim- 
ber on the Territory claimed by that power. This dis- 
position to remove grounds of complaint, and prevent 
having been thus evinced by your 
il and House of Assembly feel tnem- 
called upon to represent to your 
a of Public Agents of the Govem- 
I States, and of the States of Maine 
of late years within this Territory, 
actual possession and under the 
m of this Province. 
" In the year 1820, the Marshal of the District pf 
Maine, professing to Act under a Law of the United 
States, commissioned an assistant to go into the above 
mentioned French Settlement, commonly known by the 
name of the Madawaska Settlement, and there take an 
enumeration of the Inhabitants, as being within the 
''said District. This enumeration was accordingly made, 
. and the Inhabitants of this Settlement included in the 
' public returns, as Citizens of the United States, and 
part of the Inhabitants of Maine. 
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between the two Governments,) and induced the persons 
who bad this Timber in possession, to give obligations . 
for paying certain sums of money therefore to the Go- 
vernment of Maine. • •• 

" In the last year', 1825, the Governments of the 
States of Massachusetts and Maine, appear deliberately 
to have adopted measures to subvert your Majesty's 
actual possession and jurisdiction, in all that part of 
the Territory claimed by the United States, which lies 
on the St, John and Madawaska Rivers. By Resolves 
of the Legislatures of those States, which have been 
published to the world, Land Agents were authorized to 
convey to the Settlers in this Territory by good and 
sufficient Deeds, one hundred Acres each, of the Land 
by them possessed, to include their improvements on 
their respective Lots, for a certain sum to be paid for 
the use of die said States. These Settlers, let it be 
remembered, are your Majesty's Subjects, the Lands, 
thus by them possessed, are held by Grants from the 
Crown, and these Lands and the Inhabitants tipon 
them, whose number now exceeds fifteen hundred souls* 
have been under your Majesty's protection and Sove- 
reignty, and been governed in quiet by the Laws of this 
Province for the last forty years. The Land Agents of 
the States above mentioned, appear by their own shew- 
ing, in a Report which has also been published to the 
world, to have zealously executed their Commission * 
Early in the month of October last, they proceeded to 
the Settlement in question, commenced surveying the 
Settlers' Lots, to several of whom they made deeds in 
conformity to the above mentioned Resolves of the Le- 
gislatures of the two States, and finding there was not . 
then time to complete their Survey*, deetted it suffi- 
cient to make a few Deeds, and then post up Notioes 
of the disposition of the State towards the Settlers,' at 
the Catholic Church, and at the Grist Mills in the 
before mentioned Settlement, of your Majesty V Sub- 

{'ects at MadaWaata, now under the jurisdiction and 
laws of this Province. They acknowledge having been 
informed, that the Permits from the Government of this 
Province to ctat Pine Timber, for the approaching 
winter, had been withdrawn-, and reciprocate this Act 
of moderation and forbearance. <fti the part of your Ma- 
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jesty's Government, by appointing an Agent at Mada- 
waska, and another at the Restook, with power to 
grant permits to cut Pine Timber, on the same dis-- 
puted Territory, which they affect to consider their 
own soil, and upon which your Majesty has desisted 
from exercising this accustomed right of Sovereignty 
while the question of Boundary remains undecided, at 
the express instance of the Government of the United 
States. They make what they call domiciliary visits 
to many of the Settler*, to whom they explain the 
objects of their visit to the Country, whom they state 
to have expressed great delight at the prospect of being 1 
received into the family of Maine, to have little confi- 
dence in the value of their Grants, and to have made 
application to the Legislatures of those States for ob- 
taining Deeds of all the Lands they have in possession, 
these Agents being authorized to convey only one hun- 
dred acres to each Settler, — not contented with these 
measures in the disputed Territory, they proceed down 
the River St. John, into the acknowledged and unques- 
tioned Territory of your Majesty, and there sound the 
dispositions of your Majesty's Subjects, to become 
Citizens of the United States, upon a scheme of ex- 
change of Territory which they profess to set forth, and 
they report to the Governments under which they Act; 
that the greater part of these Inhabitants would be 
well pleased with the exchange. On their return to 
their own Country, they recommend to the Governor 
of the State of Maine, and state it to have been ap- 
proved of by him, that two Justices of the Peace be 
commissioned^ that a deputy Sheriff or Constable be 
appointed, that one or more Military districts be formed 
atMadawaska, and at a suitable time be so organized 
that they may have a Representative in the Legislature 
of Maine, that authority be granted to sell to the 
Madawaska Settlers, the Land they have in possession 
more than one hundred Actee, for a reasonable consi- 
deration, and that a bushed winter road be cut from 
the head waters of the Penobscot, in a direction nerir 
the head of the Restook, and continued to Madawaska 
or Fish River, the Tract of Country through which thU 
proposed road is to pass, being also a part of the die* 
puted Territory before referred to. 

h 2 
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" All this appears by a document published in the 
American Newspapers, purporting to be the official 
' Report of the Agent of the Land Office' of Maasar 
chusetts, and dated, ' Land Office, Boston* November 
10th, 1826/ . ... ^ .... v 

" It might hive been added, because it is a weU . 
known fact, which has been verified on oath, that these 
Agents also endeavoured to persuade the Inhabitfrntexjf 
Madawaska not to attend a militia training then about 
to be held under the Laws of this Province, and offered 
to 'some of them, if they would not attend, to pay any 
fines that might be recovered against them tor their 
delinquency. This attempt however was unavailing, 
for the' General Training was held On the fourth of 
October last, in the Settlement of Madawaska, and up- 
w&rdd of three hundred men under forty-five years tif 
age were present at it : And the Council and Assetnbly 
are. well persuaded, that all the other attempts of these 
Land Agents to seduce your Majesty's Subjects in this 
quarter, from their allegiance, and to shake their faith 
in their titles to their Lands, and in your Majesty's 
support and protection, were equally ineffectual. < « 

" Nevertheless the Council and House of Assembly 
cannot view these proceedings of the Governments of 
the States of Massachusetts and Maine, and of their 
authorized Agents, without great regret and alarm. 
They cannot reconcile them to those principles of mode- 
ration and equity, which have induced the two nations 
of late years so often to refer their differences; as -w*H 
with regard to disputed points of Boundary; as' to other 
matters of high import, to tribunals of their ortti selec- 
tion for amicable adjustment, nor to that spirit of 
courtesy and conciliation which ought always to subsist 

between friendly powers. 

" Had any Peace Officers of this Province detected 
these Land Agents in the course of the . proceedings 
above detailed, it wottld have been their unquestionable 
duty to have secured their persons, and to have brought 
them before the proper municipal Tribunal in thkk Pro- 
vince, for an infraction of your Majesty's Sovereignty 
in places under its actual exercise. For although your 
Majesty had thought ' proper to abstain from* granting 
Licences to your Subjects to cut, Timber on the wilder- 



ness Lands claimed by the United States, the Coun- 
cil and House of Assembly have not. understood that 
your Majesty has abandoned or means to abandon, 
under present circumstances, any rights of practical 
Sovereignty which your Majesty has been accustomed 
to exercise in any parts of the disputed Territory, which 
have been, and now are, in fact, occupied and held as 
British Settlements, and under your Majesty's jurisdic- 
tion. - In consequence of a remonstrance made by the 
Lieutenant Governor of this Province to your Majesty's 
Minister at Washington, and by him conveyed to the 
Government of the United States, the Legislature of 
Massachusetts appears to have suspended the execu* 
tion of the Resolves above mentioned, until their Ses- 
sion in the month of June next. But should these 
Resolves, or the additional measures recommended by 
the Land Agents of the two States, be attempted to 
be put in force while the Question of Boundary remains 
unsettled, it may be confidently asserted that the Go- 
vernment of this Province will not tamely surrender 
the Sovereignty which has been uniformly exercised in 
the Territory in question, and the most unpleasant colli* 
sions may be expected to ensue. 
! " While the Council and House of Assembly deeply 
feel the importance of a speedy settlement of this dis*- 
pated Boundary, they can by no means accede to the 
proposition for an adjustment made by the Land Agents 
of the> States of Massachusetts and Maine, in the report 
febove alluded to in what they term an exchange of Ter- 
ritory, by leaving to your Majesty all the Lands lying 
North Eastward of the Rivers Saint John and Mada* 
toaska, and taking for the United States a portion of 
Territory, on the west side of the River Saint John as far 
down as Eel River, far below the line now claimed by 
Wic United States. This would be to vary both the Line 
and the principle <rf Boundary in this quarter as desig- 
nated in the Treaty of 1783* There -is moreover en- 
grafted' on this proposition a right to the free Navigation 
and use of the River St< John to Hjs mouth, and sueh a 
compromise it in stated would be for the mutual advan* 
tage of the* two Nations. 

\--' f 'The Council atad House of Assembly humbly ooti- 
oriw-that the inconveniences ^nd disadvantages to ywAr 
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Majesty's Interests of a River Boundary have been al- 
ready so much experienced in other parts of your Ma* 
jesty's North American Dominions, as to render it alto- 
gether inexpedient to adopt such a Boundary in this 
quarter, especially if the consequence is to be that a Fo- 
reign nation is to have a free right of navigation of a 
Great River lying altogether within your Majesty's Ter- 
ritories for a distance of near two hundred miles down to 
its mouth in the Bay of Fundy, and to a coast navigation 
from thence along your Majesty's Territories for a dist- 
ance of sixty miles further until it meets its own sea 
board. The facilities for illicit trade, the exposure of 
frontier in a Militaty view, and the controulof the •com- 
munications between your Majesty's Provinces, which 
such an arrangement would afford to a Foreign Power, 
are in addition to the relinquishment of a large portion 
fcf very valuable Territory, most cogent reasons against 
adopting it. The Council and House of Assembly on 
the contrary entertain the most sanguine hope, that your 
Majesty's Government will maintain the time principle 
on which the designation of Boundary in this quarter in 
the Treaty of 1783 was founded, namely, to leave within 
the Territories of the respective powers, the whole course 
of those Great Rivers, quite up to their sources, which 
have their mouths within the same Territories* This is 
a principle in full accordance with lhat spirit of recipro- 
cal advantage and mutual convenience* which wis the 
declared object of the provisional articles of Peace after- 
wards framed into the Treaty of 1783, which will make 
the line of Boundary to be a substantial separatum be- 
tween the two distinct nations, wiH prevent that constant 
contact- between their respective subjects that inevitably 
leads to dissension and difficulty, and will' tend- more 
than any one circumstance that can be named to preserve 
the integrity of your Majesty's remaining North Ameri- 
can Colonies. 

" The Council and House of Assembly beg leave with 
great humility to lay this representation at the foot of the 
Throne. They cherish with undiminished confidence the 
persuasion that your Majesty will continue to bestow 
that gracious attention and regard to the rights and in- 
terests of your North American Dominions for which 
they have hitherto had so much reason to be grateful/' 
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(No. TV.) 

The Report of one of the American Agents to his 

Government* 

■ ■ < 

' Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
Land Office, Boston, Nov. 10, 1825. 

. tylay it please your Excellency. 

T«)E Legislature of this Commonwealth pas^d several 
resolves, dated 16th Eebruary, and 11th June last, in 
'Concurrence with resolves of the Legislature of the State 
of Maine, by which it was made my duty, in conjuncr 
tion with the Land Agent of the State of Maine, " forth- 
with to take effectual measures to ascertain the extent of 
the depredations committed on the lands belonging to 
this Gammon wealth and the State of Maine, by whoa* 
the same have been committed, and under what autho- 
rity, if any, such depredations have been made, an,d all 
other fccts necessary to bring the offenders to justice, 
also to make and execute good and sufficient deeds, con- 
veying to the Settlers on the undivided public lands on 
the St. John and Madawaska Rivers in actual possession 
as aforesaid, their heirs and assigns, 100 acres each, of 
>the land by tkem possessed to include their improve- 
ments on their respective lots, they paying to the said 
Agents for the uae of this Commonwealth, five dollars 
each, aad the expense of surveying the same. And also 
to sell the timber on such of the undivided public Lands, 
a* lie contiguous to, and near to the waters of the river 
St. John, in all cases where such sale will, in the opinion 
of the Land Agent, promote the interest of this Cam- 
mon wealth." 

In obedience to, and in pursuance of said resolves, and 
in consequence of the claim made by the Province of 
New Brunswick to a large portion of the State of Maine, 
and granting permits to sundry persons to cut timber, 
and have, ana still are exercising jurisdictional powers 
over the territory and inhabitants residing north of Mars- 
hill, it was thought expedient to make inquiries relative 
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to tbefabts, and tfcat warn peaaeseory acts on the fart 
of th* two Skates dhould be retorted to without ideiay. 
The agent aforesaid took measures in • the fiwto place to 



ascertain whether any timber haft been cat enctoacjpnr * 
upon the territory of Maine, 'and if bo, by whbm, land ' 
under what authority* We ascertained from die iumbei^ 
ei* themselves -that a4arge amount of timber had- been 
taken > over our line, fay permits issued from the Surveyor' 
General's Office of the Province of New Brunswick* the -. 
manes of the persons having said Permits, and the: 
amount they nave cut. We also learned that Permits 
were issued for the approaching winter, Under these 
circumstances, and to carry into effect the other reriolvest 
it was.nedessary that we should maJfirajoiimtydotfaflnV 
sedkioni of the country. Accordingly; by agreement^ !• 
accompanied General Irish, the Land Agent Sir tbeState < 
of Maine, the beginning of September to Bangor, whore 
we engaged two men to take a batteau r up Penobacet, 
MaJtawamkeag, and Barkenhegan Rivenv and wt»- 
Scfeoodic Lake to Woodstock, oa St. John Hirer, and 
there: remain our arrival. We proceeded to Frederictan 
by the way of Eastport and St. John C&ty* When at 
Brddericton, we called at the Surveyor General's Office, • 
and stated to him we wished to obtain some documents 
from, his office, relative to permit* gilant^ formatting 
timber upon the Aroostook and Madattaskt rivera, tto 
which he replied that he ceroid Bot/fnrnisb*ueh ddoo* • 
meats without first consulting the Govemor, who was • 
then absent on a journey, and would not Return 4br sdvfe* - 
ral days k We observed to him, that. perhaps 'whtinjwe^ 
explained to him more particularly what' we wanted^ he » 
would not think it necessary to advise! with the Govern i 
nor, arid if he would name an hour. 1 that day of therahtt^ ' 
we would attend ; he however declined aeting until he 
had seen the Governor. We made a written eommtmiv » 
cation, stating the snhstanoe of our request, and that 'We > 
were going up the river and would call at his officer/for t 
anaestver on our rtturn. We 'then piaceeded up rivir 
totWoodstockywh^reire.foind onr boatmen* and after > 
alitbinga werein reaidinesfe, weoontirined up river, and '■ 
about twenty 'miles below Madawaaka river we met d 
Miw Baker in a lumber boat coming down. Mrv iBaker 
foimsriy lived, in; Bingham, but now besides afcM& Mitts. ■ 



at Maryraiticeok, foavteen: wilm afcove fytadafcvaska 
river ; he finding out otnr business, left hie boat a*d ibfc 
lowed m ttpy tow overtook na a little above MadawaskaJ 
rirerj and dm tinned nftfli us tip to bis place at-Maryini* 
tfcook. - He is an' intelligent mam, we received from kind 
much valuable information as to the oouses, distances 
and fortus of the lakes, rivers, 8cc.-*-also relative topers 
mita granted by the Province of New Brunswick for cuU 
ting timber* and with the names, dispositions andiens* 
tome of the Madawaska settlers. He informed us there 
ware > eight ot ten families, moat of whom came? from the 
Stated, now Residing at Fish river, about twenty miles 
abovfrbis residence, and that Wilmot and Peters, men 
chants of Frederic ten, were now building milla at'thtf' 
nioubb of said river. We did not conceive it to beite*' 
ceesaryftr us to go "up further — we commenced surveying 
the settlers' lot* of one hundred acres each, to several of 
whom 'we Have -made deeds in conformity to said re-* 1 
selves, but to survey all the lots in the possession of tag 
s*ttlers> would have employed our time till mid winter ; 
we thought therefore, it would be quite sufficient to tnskd ' 
a few deeds, and then post up public notices of the die* 
position of the State towards the settlers, which we did' 
at the Catholic Church and at the Grist Milk; these 
notices wiH probably be seen by most of the settlers. 

The water in the several rivers and streams being low, ' 
muohrofare set than was ever known before fay the oldest ' 
inhabitants, and diminishing daily, we concluded it would 
not4>e possible for as to return by the way of Matewam- * 
keag River as we had intended, we therefore gave our 
bodtnien ten days supplies of provisions, with instruct 
tiooer to* go up to Pish River, and from thence cross over 
tO'Banjsor by this head waters of the Penobscot River, 
and Aiake a critical examination of the country, noting'' 
the streams, lakes and rivers, and generally all the infor- 
mation in relation to that section, that came to their 
knowledge. . 

We then took Mr. Baker into our Batteau, and pro- 
ceeded down to St. John river, makingdomicihary visits 
to many of the settlers* with whom we conversed and ex- 
plained the objects of our visit; they all expressed great* 
satisfaction' and delight at the prospect of being received' 
into ithe family of Maine, and were ready to take deeds ■ 
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oP their lots, but most of them havfc iu : possession from 
four to six hundred acres, and aredeairona of purchasing 
at a fair rate sufficient : to cover their possessions ; they 
bate accordingly made applications to be submitted to 
the Legislature for that purpose. The Eastern boundary 
lme crosses the St. John river about two miles above the 
grand falls— from the line to the Madawaska river is 
about thirty miles, the settlers are situated from eighty 
to one hundred rods apart, on each side of the river* 
nearly the whole distance, we counted the' houses, in all 
two hundred and twenty-two, averaging eight persons 
in each; (which is considered a low average) will make 
the whole number one thousand seven hundred and'Sfe* 
venty-six — they are a very industrious, civil and hospi- 
table people, and well deserving the fostering care of ge- 
temment> many of whom have grants of their lands 
from the Province of New Brunswick, but they have Ht-f 
tie confidence in the value of the grants.— -Between tike 
grand falls and Eel river we undertook to number the 
nouses on the west bank in order to have some means of 
estimating the amount of population, bat the smoke 
came upon us from the burning woods so astonishingly 
dense and suffocating, that we were frustrated in this 
design ; we however obtained some information from in- 
quiry to satisfy us that there are over two hundred and 
fifty families. These settlers are composed of half-pay 
officers, refugees and their descendants, also many Irish 
and some Scotch. We conversed with many of them to 
learn their dispositions for or against an' exchange- of 
territory : we round, generally, the descendants of Yan- 
kees would be pleased with it, but the half-pay officers 
and those now in the employ of government, would be 
very much averse — the first are much the most nume- 
rous. 

The land on the west side of St. John River, gene- 
rally speaking, is of an excellent quality, greatly supe- 
rior to the east side. There are large tracts of rich in- 
terval ; back of the intervals the land rises up a beauti- 
ful glacis, resembling art more than * nature ; after- as- 
cending the glacis you come to extensive tracts of table 
land, and further bock to gentle swells of hard. wood. 
This description, 'however, is not without some excep- 
tions. The settlers raise large supplies of wheat, oats, 
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barley, hay, and the /best potatoes I ever met with, and 
indeed every article that can be raised in New England 
they have in abundance, with the exception of Indian 
eoro, they are not* however, what we should call good 
husbandmen, » 

The land on the Aroostook River is also of an excel- 
lent quality for cultivation : there are upwards of twenty 
families settled on th^ banks of this river ; tfrey all do 
something in agriculture, but most of them employ their 
time principally in lumbering; they are very anxious to 
be quieted in their possessions, but we had no authority 
relating to them. On our way to New Brunswick, we 
were infooned that the Government had received in- 
structions, from home, not to grant any more permits for 
cutting timber upon the Aroostook or Madawaska Ri- 
vers, until the boundary lines are permanently establish- 
ed. This information has been confirmed to us by the 
lumberers, with this addition, that the permits given for 
the approaching winter have been recalled, which has 
disappointed a great many who had previously got their 
supplies up river with a view to lumber extensively. We 
•thought, under these circumstances, it would be well to 
snake some provisions, by which they might obtain tim- 
ber from Otyr soil, and prevent their disappointment, in- 
asmuch as the supplies they have of provisions, &c. near 
our lines, would undoubtedly enable them to plunder, 
and would be so used if not permitted to cut. We ap- 
pointed/ with this view, .an agent at Madawaska, and 
another at Aroostook, with power to grant permits under 
certain conditions and restrictions. 

On oiir return to Fredericton, we called at the Sur- 
veyor General's Office for an answer to our communica- 
tion; he was not in his office. The Clerk informed us 
that he was at his house, as his dwelling was in danger 
from the burning woods. He (the Clerk) did not know 
of any answer, but that the Suveyor General wished to 
be informed when we called, ana that he would imme- 
diately inform him. We told the clerk, that if any com- 
munication was to be made, we should be found at the 
Fredericton Hotel until Thursday morning, seven o'clock, 
(this being Tuesday) — we reoeived no reply whatever. 
Whether it was the indention of the Surveyor General to 
withhold from us the information. we wished, or whether 
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it wap owing to4he confusion the. towu w*&i&> & iconaef 
quenoe of the conflagration of a4argepart:oftWvjU«g$, 
w* do not know, bitit we have reason to belies il; we* 
feom the. first motive* The information heia howevec been 
fully obtained from the lumberers as before s iqentioned. 
In conversation with, the merchants of the oity of ,St. 
John* end Fcedeviotan, we found they expressed. g$9*- 
refly.the opinion? that by thetceaty of 1783 we qbjtapiQd 
w ^dwmtage over them, which at the. time was little 
understood ; and that according to the treaty, tfw* Ifror 
viooe of New Brunswick would be nearly disjoined &w 
I^ower Canada, which could not be submitted to; and 
tbfrt .all. that territory north-east of St.. John and M*da^ 
waska rivers must tie theirs at any rate, by puwhweor 
■compromise ; should a compromise be made, as hts se- 
v#r*il time* .been intimated, so as to. .surrender up our 
claim to the above territory, and receive therefore ,eU 
west of the St. John river, aa low. down m Eel river and 
North Lake, we shall lose about onethalf the settlers at 
Madawaska, as about that proportion are on the east 
side, and obtain a larger number on the west side, below 
the Grand Falls that are hardly worth having. As it is 
of importance to the British to have a free use of the 
Madawaska river as a highway for the transportation of 
the Mail, &c. we ought, at the same time, to require the 
right of a free navigation and use of the St. John river, 
for the transportation of our lumber and other commodi- 
ties, to Eastport and elsewhere, without being subject to 
•duties; and also that the several grants made to the 
Madawaska settlers be taken into account, and that com- 
pensation be made for the timber cut under the permits. 
Should a compromise upon these terms be made, we 
think it would be of mutual advantage to both nations ; 
for our present line cuts off a portion of the Aroostigouch 
river, wnere there is a large body of fine pine timber 
growth, 

. We have recommended to Governor Parris (which has 
met his entire approbation) the following measures, to 
be adopted as expedient for the interest o? all concerned, 
viz : 

That two Justices of the Peace be commissioned ; that 
a Deputy Sheriff or Constable be appointed; and that one 
or more Military Districts be formed at Madawaska, and 
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at a staftable time tb be so organked that they may have 
a Representative in the legislature of Maine; and we 
think it Would be- the interest of both States, that autho- 
rity be granted to sell to the Madawaska settlers the 
fettd they have in possessi&i, more than one hundred 
acres, fbr a reasonable consideration; and that a bashed 
Wifctfcr road bd cut from the head quarters at Penobscot, 
in a direction near the head of the Arostook, andcoati- 
fciied to MadaWaska or Fish Rivers ; the distance is about 
one hundred miles ; the expenoe would not exceed twenty 
dbHars per mile, and it would probably enhance the value 
"of each township through which' it goes, equal to the 
cost of the whole road, and open a country that has 
scarcely been seen* . ~ < ^ 

I herewith have the honour to transmit a sketch of 
that part of Maine, as all the maps now in use ate very 
erroneous in regard to that quarter. 

I am, with the greatest respect, r ' 

Your Excellency's most obedient, >j 

and very humble Servant, 

GEO. W. CGFFMf, 
Land Agent.' 



r»* 



♦ . t 



» ... 



•s.. 



,t .'• , . 



'- , ' 






}• •• 



' i . 



i It . ■ « i r 



if. 



* . 






ll'" ' 



I; 



1/ 



'.* ( 



■■J .' "KJlY* i' 



1*3 



^ III 






1 


-^^^-cootco 


s 


a 


CN 


1 


gj 1 co" o* oo o* i-T 
e»j cocoes© a 


3 

w 


< 




id 


a. 




z 




3. 


2T 




1 


to O »— < 00 O G) 


- 


I 




Sr 1 O^-V OTM 


1 








o" 




ao --iO OC5CD 


8. 






3 

* 


(N^f-^CT a-^ 


£L 




-H^-tNCO^'O 


1 






c^ao«<N tec* 






■a 


1 

5 


M -O -tf t; ■* OJ 

t~ co o <fl to © 


i 


a 


8. 


:cOM**Q*a0*t*.* 

» r- » CO »# C3 Ol 


8 


5" 


oSm-it oj_<-i — ,ot 


s. 


i. 






8 




1 


o ■— r» o >o a) 


j 




<N 




§ 




S 








I 

00 


H 


Tfri 30 .-!_«<» N 


O. 






to to t-ToTo" wj 






s" 


1 




1 








*jp 


11 

1*. 

■29^ 

OS ► 

iM 

Sis 

1*1 




s 


■*-*•* *J"* ;* 


ill 

•Ml 

III 


i 


t- co 31 CD — CN 




l5 




i 



Camparisi of 4he World, (including to Ireland), and 
spectively from the year 1772. 
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1824. 
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10 years (4) § ^77,149 

2370 per cent. Increase. 



ll-£g per cent increase. 



Whole Amount cleared (4) . . 411,332 
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(4) Official Returns. 
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,from the United States, and the British North American 
25. 



BRITISH COLONIES. 



ORTS. 

, . . £50,404 

,Wto*s ... 600 

articles - , , . 150,952 

, 30 tons . , . 300 



\ 



Articles • 15,435 

flL) 

, 110 ton* . . 1,100 

7,087 



,' - 



nount . . .. . £225,878 



I 



£965,243 

> 22,636 tons 226,360 

irticles .... ,764>677 

cles 640,220 

, 17,000 tons 170,000 

Articles . . . 462,043 

, 16,488 tons 164,880 
fhund. Articles 



106,640 



it currency £3,500,063 
erling . . £3,150,057 

, 1280 per cent. 



TONNAGE. 

(d) Canada 7,628 

(d) Newfeundlaad H)y458 

(d) Nova Scotia, 1 

New Brunswick, > 7,984 

Prince Edward's Island, j 

Hudson's Bay 



Whole amount .... 25,410 tons 



(/) Canada .... 235,896 tons 10,166 men. 



(m) Newfoundland 90,000 
(n) NoTaScotia . . 89,723 
o) New Brunswick 274,253 
%) Prince Ed/s Is. 
p) Hudson's Bay 



4,580 
12,161 



31,563 



689,872 tons. 



2610 per cent. 



tag to the proportion their tonnage usually bears to their exports. In 1823 their 
\toire Phifosopnique, edition of 1772. It is to be remembered that the exports and 
is -here supplied from Macpherson, (e) Macpherson. We have no account 
ing to the prices current, (g) Computed in like manner from official accounts. 
}rted from the Port of Halifax for eight months of the last year. To which we 
it Britain and the West Indies bears to such tonnage of the JPort. (i) Official 
uilding, and tonnage for that year were much greater. (k) Of this Colony 

, of 1823, give 80,532 tons, of 1821, 91,310. The number of men is computed 
ie Port of Halifax for 1824, as the returns of the Port for last year are only to 
onnage. 



Ill 

These Tables, it is hoped, will convey a, favourable 
idea of the difference between Colonial and Foreign 
Trade, and of the increase and resources, of our Pro- 
vinces in North America. The imperfection and irre- 
gularity obfiefrrftble in our Accounts is owing to want of 
information, which ^re have not the time, or means, to 
acquire* As we have reckoned the Ships built among 
Exports^ it is necessary to remark! that most of these are 
intended for the English market,, as remittances for 
goods, quite as much, as the Timber with which they 
are laden ; and as this may not be the case with all, 
and it is difficult to say with how many, the fairer way 
appeared to be, to put down in the other side of the 
Account, the Shipping built in 69, though these were 
probably all for domestic trade; this can make little 
difference in the comparison, as our object is to measure, 
not the value of Exports, with the United States, but 
the relative increase. On both sides, the vessels are 
computed at the same price, £10. per ton, their worth, 
or their cost, in the Colonies, last year. In strictness, 
perhaps, the United States should be charged, in 69, 
with part of 20,000 tons, the amount built by them in 
that year, most of which were then merely a remittance 
to England, as now in the Colonies. This would con- 
siderably diminish the ratio of their increase, as their 
situation now must have nearly deprived them of such 
an export. 

The year of 1825 was indeed a year of over-trading in 
the Colonies, as well as elsewhere ; but no less so in the 
United States. The extraordinary rise of their cotton 
here, as well as other causes, made their exports for that 
year to exceed their imports by . more than three mil- 
lions, (an event perhaps unprecedented in their history,) 
and exceed their exports in 1822, by seven-and- twenty 
millions, of dollars. In 1769 the proportion of foreign 

Iwoduce in their exports was about l-30th. During the 
ast twenty years it has frequently formed a half, some- 
times more, and seldom less than a third or fourth part. 
The account of Tonnage cleared from the Colonies, 
includes Foreign Vessels, but is strictly exclusive of the 
coasting Trade, Fisheries, or Trade of the Lakes. The 
Americans calculate the average value of their freights, 
out and home, in foreign Trade, at 60, or even 70 dol- 
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Jars a ton. (Seybert, 281.) As more vessels return to 
the Colonies in ballast, if we value their voyages at half 
that sum, or even at £6. a ton, and take the tonnage 
cleared last year at 700,000, (and were the returns com- 

Ste it would be found no less,) the freights of that 
untry must have been £3,500,000. 
The Map, which has been added, of the Boundary 
Line, is of course not intended as any evidence of our 
claim, but only to convey a clearer idea of the question. 



TUB END. 
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